
IJCL 2014 Certamen Intermediate ROUND 1 
 
 
1. Translate into English the motto of Michigan, Si quaeris peninsulam amoenam, circumspice. 
 IF YOU SEEK A PLEASANT PENINSULA, LOOK AROUND 
 BONUS: Translate into English the motto of Dartmouth College, Vox clamantis in deserto. 
 THE VOICE OF ONE SHOUTING IN THE WILDERNESS 
 BONUS: Translate into English the motto of Amherst College, Terras irradient.   
 LET THEM (not “THEY WILL”) ILLUMINATE THE LANDS 
 
 
2. Which king of Rome, of Sabine origin, introduced a 12 month calendar and organized the religious life of the 
community by establishing regular cults and priests? NUMA POMPILIUS 
 BONUS: Which king of Rome, also of Sabine origin, is said to have built the first permanent bridge 
across the Tiber? ANCUS MARCIUS 
 BONUS: Which king of Rome, either of Latin or Etruscan descent, or an Etruscan originally named 
 Masterna, protected the city of Rome by building a defensive wall surrounding it?  
  SERVIUS TULLIUS 
 
 
3. In Book 12 of the Odyssey, Odysseus and his crew had to sail past Scylla and Charybdis.  
    How many sailors were eaten by Scylla? 6 
 BONUS: Odysseus of course did not want to let his sailors get eaten by Scylla but he had no choice.  
 He was following the advice of which sorceress? CIRCE 
 BONUS: On the island of Helios, Odysseus warned his crew not to eat the cattle of the sun god.  

Which outspoken crewmember convinced the rest of the crew to disobey Odysseus and feast? 
       EURYLOCHUS 

 
 
4. It’s time for some Valentine’s Day clichés! Please translate the following into Latin: love is like a rose. 
  AMOR SIMILIS ROSAE 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into Latin: Money can’t buy you love. 
  PECUNIA NON POTEST EMERE AMOREM TIBI 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into Latin: All is fair in love and war. 
  OMNIS AEQUUS/PAR AMORE ET BELLO 
 
 
 
5. At what decisive engagement, during the Second Samnite war, was the Roman army trapped in a mountain 
pass and forced to surrender? CAUDINE FORKS 
 BONUS: In what year did this occur? 321 BC 
 BONUS: In 315 BC, where did the Romans suffer another crushing defeat at the hands of the Samnites? 
  LAETULAE 
 
 
6. Who, because his uncle Pelias refused to give up his throne, gathered together all the heroes of his time and 
departed for the far off city of Colchis? JASON 
 BONUS: Who was the king of Colchis? AEETES 
 BONUS: Who is the builder of Jason’s ship? ARGUS 
 
 



 
 
 
7. Listen carefully to the following passage form Martial, which I will read twice, then answer in English  
    the questions that follow. 
 

Thais habet nigrōs, niveōs Laecania dentēs. 
      Quae ratiō est? Emptōs haec habet, illa suōs.   (repeat) 

 
Question: What color teeth does Thais have? BLACK 
 BONUS: What color teeth does Laecania have? (SNOW) WHITE 
 BONUS: What does Martial imply about Laecania’s teeth? SHE BOUGHT THEM 
 
 
8. Upon his arrival at Athens, Theseus did not immediately reveal himself, nor did his father recognize him.  
    Who was the first to actually recognize Theseus? MEDEA 
 BONUS: What did Medea then send Theseus to capture, in hopes that he would not return alive? 
  MARATHONIAN BULL 
 BONUS: How did Aegeus recognize Theseus when he returned? SHIELD, SANDALS & SWORD 
 
 
9. Of the words custos, exercitus, mos, scutum, and aequor, which is being described in this Latin sentence?  
    Per saecla traditus est a parentibus.  
 MOS 

BONUS: Which of those same words is being described in this Latin sentence?  
Dissimile gladio, miles utitur eo defensioni.               SCUTUM 
BONUS: Which of those same words is being described in this Latin sentence? Simillimum est pelago.  

 AEQUOR 
 
 
10. Which of the Julio-Claudian emperors spent the last ten years of his reign in self-imposed exile on the island 
of Capri? TIBERIUS 
 BONUS: Which of the Julio-Claudian emperors was assassinated by Cassius Chaerea, a praetorian 
guard?  CALIGULA 
 BONUS: Which of the Julio-Claudian emperors was probably poisoned by his wife? CLAUDIUS 
 
 
 
11. Derived from the Latin verb to lie open, what English word means: a government authority or license  
    conferring a right or title for a set period? PATENT 
 BONUS: Derived from the Latin verb for to avoid, what English word means unavoidable?  
  INEVITABLE 
 BONUS: Derived from the Latin verb for to seek, what English word means having a  
 small or thin body? PETITE 
 
 
12. What old couple promised one wish, asked to be priests of Zeus’ temple and die together? When their lives 
were completed they were turned into an Oak and a Linden tree. BAUCIS & PHILEMON 
 BONUS: What old couple, advised by the oracle of Themis, threw stones over their shoulders and 
 re-populated the earth after the great flood? DEUCALION & PYRRHA 
 BONUS: Which lover of Eos grew old because she asked that he be granted everlasting life,  
 but forgot to ask for eternal youth? TITHONUS 



 
 
13. Qualis avis est aquila? EAGLE 
 BONUS: Qualis avis est passer? SPARROW 
 BONUS: Qualis avis est pavo? PEACOCK 
 
 
 
14. Which public office was the first official step in the cursus honorum, who supervised the financial affairs 
of the state and conducted audits? QUAESTOR 
 BONUS: Quaestors oversaw the aerarium, which was located in which temple in Rome?  
  TEMPLE OF SATURN 
 BONUS: Quaestors were entitled to be accompanied by how many lictors? ONE 
 
  (accept 2 out of 3 as correct) 
15. Please translate the following into English: Adulēscens vult diu vivere; senex diu vixit. 
  THE YOUNG MAN/YOUTH WANTS/WISHES TO LIVE FOR A LONG TIME;  
  THE OLD MAN HAS LIVED A LONG TIME 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into English: Vulpēs dīcit sē nolle capī. 
  THE FOX SAYS THAT HE DOES NOT WANT TO BE CAUGHT 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into English: Virgō maluit pulchritudinem super iuventatem 
   THE MAIDEN/YOUNG WOMAN/VIRGIN PREFERRED BEAUTY OVER/BEYOND YOUTH 
 
 
 
16. Set to be released next weekend, what movie might have the Latin title, Ventus Oritur?  
  THE WIND RISES 
 BONUS 1: What is the title of the movie set to be released next month, which in Latin might be, 
Necessitas Celeritati? THE NEED FOR SPEED 
 BONUS 2: What is the title of the recently released movie which in Latin might be Optimus Nox 
Umquam? BEST NIGHT EVER 
 
 
 
17. Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  PARITY   PEER   PARTICLE   UMPIRE 
 BONUS: Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  EMBELLISH    REBEL    BELLIGERENT   REVEL 
 BONUS: Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  CAPITULATE   PRECIPICE  CAPILLARY CHEF 
  
18. Usually numbering around 60 men, what is the term for the smallest unit of a Roman legion, commanded by 
a Centurion? CENTURY/CENTURIA 
 
HAND OUT THE VISUAL, allow the team 10 seconds to look it over. 
 
 BONUS: What letter labels this soldier’s galea? J (Helmet)  
 
 BONUS: What letter labels this soldier’s lorica? H (Brestplate) 
 
 
 



19. What son of Tydeus is the frequent companion of Odysseus? DIOMEDES 
 BONUS: What son of Menoetius is the frequent companion of Achilles? PATROCLUS 
 BONUS: What son of Theiodamas is the frequent companion Hercules? HYLAS 
 
 
20. For the verb capio, give the 3rd person plural future active indicative: CAPIENT 
 BONUS: For the verb exerceo, give the 3rd person plural present passive subjunctive:  
  EXERCEANTUR 
 BONUS: For the verb orior, give the 3rd person plural perfect indicative: ORTI (AE) SUNT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IJCL 2014 Certamen Intermediate ROUND 2 
 
 
1. What is the Latin verb and meaning at the root of noxious? NOCEO- HARM/HURT/INJURE 
 BONUS: What is the Latin verb and meaning at the root of parsimony?  
  PARCO-TO SPARE/BE LENIENT 
 BONUS: What is the Latin verb and meaning at the root of dessert? SERVIO- TO SERVE 
 
 
 
2. Who was the lead conspirator of the Helvetii who convinced his people to migrate from their lands but  
      committed suicide before he could see his plan come to fruition? ORGETORIX 
 BONUS: What chieftain of the Suebi and king of the Germanic people did Caesar  
 turn back at the Rhine river at the battle of the Vosges in 58 BC? ARIOVISTUS 
 BONUS: Who was the chieftain of the Arverni who Caesar defeated at the seige of Alesia,  
 the final decisive battle of Caesar’s Gallic campaign? VERCINGETORIX 
 
 
 
3.  Please translate the following into Latin: The stylus is mightier than the sword 
  STYLUS EST    FORTIOR/VALIDIOR/PONTENTIOR    GLADIO/QUAM GLADIUS 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into Latin: Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day 
  DA VIRO/HOMINI  PISCEM ET EDET/VESCETUR UNUM DIEM 
 BONUS: Using piscor, piscārī for to fish, put into Latin the rest of that cliché: Teach a man to fish and 
he will eat forever. 
  DOCE HOMINEM/VIRUM PISCARI ET EDET/VESCETUR IN AETERNUM/PERPETUUM 
 
 
 
4. What is the term for the toga with a broad purple stripe worn by curule magistrates and freeborn boys not yet 
of age?  TOGA PRAETEXTA 
 BONUS: What is the term for the purple toga worn by victorious generals in a triumph? 
  TOGA PICTA 
 BONUS: What is the term for the dark toga worn mainly by mourners? TOGA PULLA 
 
 
 
5. Aeneas battled many Greek heroes during the Trojan War, but which famous Greek not only  
    nearly killed the great Aeneas, but also wounded a goddess? DIOMEDES 
 BONUS: Which goddess did Diomedes wound? APHRODITE/VENUS 
 BONUS: Which goddess granted Diomedes the ability to distinguish between mortals and gods? 
  ATHENA 
 
 
6. Give the second principal part for the verb meaning to grow: CRESCERE 

BONUS: Give the third principal part for the verb meaning to throw: IACUI 
 BONUS: Give the fourth principal part for the verb meaning to wear: GESTUS/GESSURUS 
 
 
 
 



7. Give the Latin and English for the abbreviation q.e.d. 
 QUOD ERAT DEMONSTRANDUM / THAT WHICH WAS TO BE SHOWN 

BONUS: What type of construction is found in that abbreviation? 
 PASSIVE PERIPHRASTIC 

BONUS: What is the Latin and English for the abbreviation viz.? 
 VIDELICET / NAMELY 
 
 
 
8. To whom did the Lex Gabinia of 67 BC grant extraordinary power in the Mediterranean Sea to rid the sea of 
pirates ? POMPEY 
 BONUS: What law, passed a year later, granted Pompey supreme command in the East  
 in the war against Mithridates? LEX MANILIA 
 BONUS: What law of 445BC, allowed marriage between patricians and plebians?  LEX CANULEIA  
 
 
 
9.  Listen carefully to the following passage which I will read twice, then answer in Latin the questions that 
follow. 
 
 Fundānus, amīcus noster, filiam āmīsit, et haec tibi dē eius morte scribō. Illa puella cara non 
 annōs tredecim impleverat. Magnā cum patientiā valētudinem tulit et vigor animī duravit  
 ad extremum. O acerba mors!  (repeat) 
 
Question: Quis filiam āmīsit? FUNDANUS 
 BONUS: Quot annōs filia vixit? TREDECIM 
 BONUS: Quōmodō filia valetudinem tulit? MAGNA CUM PATIENTIA 
 
 
 
 
10. Which hero was cleansed of his murder by King Proteus, but was then accused of attempting to seduce 
Proteus’ wife, Stheneboea? BELLEROPHON 
 BONUS: Proteus could not kill Bellerophon because he was a guest in his house. To whom did Proteus  
 send Bellerophon with a letter instructing it’s recipient to kill the bearer of this message? 
  IOBATES 
 BONUS: How did Iobates attempt to kill Bellerophon? KILL CHIMERA 
 
 
 
11. Derived from the Latin deponent verb meaning to follow, what English word means: a book or movie that  
   continues a story begun in another book or movie? SEQUEL 
 BONUS: Derived from the Latin deponent verb meaning to use, what English word means:  
 a simple device or tool used for doing tasks in the home? UTENSIL 
 BONUS: Derived from the Latin deponent verb meaning to speak, what English word means:  
 full of excess talk? LOQUACIOUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12. When recognized, perform the following Latin command: Saltans et maxima voce, cane populare carmen  
    “Quid vulpes dicit.” 
 Player should sing the song “What does the fox say” loudly while dancing. 
 
 BONUS: Now perform this command: Omnes saltate torquendo et clamando. 
 At least two players should dance by twisting and shouting. 
 
 BONUS: Now perform this command: Feliciter amplectimini inter se. 
 Players should embrace each other happily. 
 
 
 
13. In Book 7 of the Aeneid, how does Ascanius realize that the harpies’ curse has been fulfilled? Due to this 
   Aenease realizes that they have reached their promised land?  THEY EAT THEIR TABLES 
 BONUS: King Latinus offers his daughter to Aeneas because of a fear of a prophecy stating what? 
  A FOREIGN ARMY WILL CONQUER THE LAND 
 BONUS: Who is Latinus’ daughter? LAVINIA 
 
 
 
14. Julius Vindex, while revolting against the tax policy of Nero, promised allegiance to which general and  
      governor of Spain, who would become the first emperor in the year of the four emperors? GALBA 
 BONUS: Galba incurred the wrath of Otho by not choosing him to be his successor. Who did Galba 
choose instead of Otho? (LUCIUS CALPURNIUS) PISO (LICINIANUS) 
 BONUS: Where was Vitellius defeated by Vespasian which led to his abidication of the throne? 
  (SECOND BATTLE OF) BEDRACIUM 
 
 
 
15. Please translate into English the following sentence: Cornelius dixit agricolās in agrīs laborāre. 
  CORNELIUS SAID THE FARMERS WERE WORKING IN THE FIELDS 
 BONUS: Please translate into English the following sentence: Vilicus videt agros arātos esse herī. 
  THE OVERSEER SEES THE FIELDS WERE PLOWED YESTERDAY 
 BONUS: Please translate into English the following sentence:  Matrona audīvit cubiculum lavāri ab 
ancillā. 
  THE MATRON/WOMAN HEARD THE BEDROOM WAS CLEANED BY THE MAID/SERVANT 
 
 
 
16. Who is the mother of the following list of children: Timandra, Philonoe, Phoebe, Clytemnestra, Castor,     
    Pollux, and Helen? LEDA 
 BONUS: Who is the mother of Ismene, Antigone, Eteocles, and Polyneices? JOCASTA/EPICASTA 
 BONUS: Who is the mother of Learchus and Melicertes? INO 
 
 
 
17. What ABC TV series would be rendered into Latin as Pulchri parvi mendaces?  
  PRETTY LITTLE LIARS 
 BONUS 1: Render into Latin the title of the FOX crime drama, Bones. OSSA 
 BONUS 2: What recently completed TV drama would be in Latin, Frangens Malum. 
  BREAKING BAD 
 



 
18. Always named as the son of Aethra, which hero according to some sources is the son of Poseidon, but 
according to most is the son of Aegeus? THESEUS 
 
HAND OUT THE VISUAL, allow the team 10 seconds to look it over. 
 
 BONUS: Please give the letter, which labels the brigand Sinis E 
 
 BONUS: Please give the letter, which labels the brigand Sciron D 
 
 
 
19. What modern day country roughly relates to the area the Romans referred to as Hibernia? IRELAND 
 BONUS: What modern day country roughly relates to the area the Romans referred to as Caledonia? 
  SCOTLAND 
 BONUS: What modern day country roughly relates to the area the Romans referred to as Cambria? 
  WALES 
 
 
 
20: Put the phrase, this farmer, into the accusative singular: HUNC AGRICOLAM 
 BONUS: Put the phrase, that soldier, into the genitive plural: ILLORUM MILITUM 
 BONUS: Put the phrase, the same goddess, into the dative plural: EISDEM FILIABUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IJCL 2014 Certamen Intermediate ROUND 3 
 
 
 
1.Translate into English the following book series title, which has been rendered into Latin, Carmen Ignis Et  
   Glaciei, which of course is the inspiration for HBO’s hit drama, Game of Thrones. 
  A SONG OF FIRE AND ICE 
 BONUS 1: Please put into Latin the title of the third book in the series, A Storm of Swords. 
  TEMPESTAS/PROCELLA GLADIORUM/ENSIUM 
 BONUS 2: Please put into Latin the title of the sixth book in the series, The Winds of Winter. 
  VENTI HIEMIS  
 
 
2. Which emperor was the first to be elected by the Roman senate, in 96 AD, following the assassination of 
Domitian? (MARCUS COCCEIUS) NERVA 
 BONUS: Whom did the senate force Nerva to adopt as his heir and successor? TRAJAN 
 BONUS: Who succeeded Trajan? HADRIAN 
 
 
 
3. Which of the many heroes who were in attendance for the Hunt of the Calydonian Boar was the first to strike 
blood?  ATALANTA 
 BONUS: Who delivered the deathblow to the boar? MELEAGER 
 BONUS: Who caused the death of Meleager? ALTHAEA (Prompt on mother) 
 
 
 
4. Give a synonym for the Latin verb impero: IUBEO/MANDO 
 BONUS: Give a synonym for the Latin verb caedo: INTERFICIO/OCCIDO/NECO 
 BONUS: Give a deponent synonym for Latin verb dico: LOQUOR/FOR 
 
 
 
5. Responde aut Anglice aut Latine: Quis sum? Mea mater oderat pulcherrimam puellam quam amabam, 
nomine Psychem. Sum deus amoris. 
 CUPID / EROS / CUPIDO 

BONUS: Quis sum? Fugiens Apollinem, facta sum laurus. 
 DAPHNE / DAPHNE 

BONUS: Quis sum? Vidi Dianam lavantem et, factus cervus, interfectus est a canibus meis. 
 ACTAEON / ACTAEON 
 
 
 
6.  What is the term given for a second breakfast or a noon time meal? PRANDIUM 
 BONUS: The cena, the main meal of the Romans, was divided into three parts.  
 What is the term for the first course or hors d’oeuvres? GUSTATIO 
 BONUS: What is the term for the dessert course? SECUNDA MENSA  
 
 
 
 



 
7. What are the meanings of the two Latin words at the root of genuflect? 
  KNEE & BEND 
 BONUS: What are the meanings of the two Latin words at the root of exhume? 
   OUT & GROUND 
 BONUS: What are the meanings of the two Latin words at the root of companion? 
  WITH & BREAD 
 
 
8. Who was the daughter of Servius Tullius who aided her husband Tarquinius Superbus into power by possibly 
organizing the murder of her father? TULLIA 
 BONUS: Who was the mother of Tarquinius Superbus and the wife of Taquinius Priscus? TANAQUIL 
 BONUS: Who is the son of Tarquinius Superbus whose actions would ultimately  
 cause him to be run out of the city? SEXTUS TARQUINIUS 
 
 
9. Please translate into English the following sentence: Cicero rogat cur senatus non ēgerit. 
  CICERO ASKS WHY THE SENATE DID NOT ACT/HAS NOT ACTED 
 BONUS: Please translate into English the following sentence: Hostis tam potens erat ut omnēs 
terrērentur. 
  THE ENEMY WAS SO POWERFUL THAT EVERYONE/ALL WAS TERRIFIED 
 BONUS: Please translate into English the following sentence: Catilina metuit nē Cicero eum capiat 
  CATILINE FEARS THAT THE CICERO WOULD CATCH HIM 
 
 
10. Which young boy wandered off on the island of Mysia, which resulted in Heracles’ abandonment when he 
went looking for the boy? HYLAS 
 BONUS: What did Deianira send to Heracles, which she thought was a love potion to keep him faithful 
to her, but resulted in his death? CLOAK SOAKED WITH POISONOUS BLOOD (OF NESSUS) 
 BONUS: While searching for his lost horses, he came upon what monster, by whom he fathered three 
sons?  ECHIDNA 
 
 
11. Listen carefully to the following passage, which I will read twice, then answer in English the questions that 
follow. 
 
 Magnus ille Alexander multōs scriptōres actōrum suōrum sēcum habuit. Is enim ante tumulum 
 Achillis ōlim stetit et dixit: “Fortunātus fuistī, O adulescens, quod Homerum laudatorem tuae 
 virtutis invēnisti.” Et verē! Nam, sine Iliade illā, īdem tumulus et corpus eius et nomen obruere 
 potuit.  (repeat) 
 
Question: Whom does Alexander the Great call ‘Fortunate’? ACHILLES 
 BONUS: Why does Homer call him fortunate? BECAUSE HE FOUND HOMER AS A WRITER 
 BONUS: What does Alexander say would have happened without the Iliad? 
  THE TOMB WOULD HAVE WIPED OUT HIS BODY AND HIS NAME 
 
 
12. Which king of Argos, one of the twin sons of Belus, was approached by his brother to marry off his 50 
daughters to his brother’s 50 sons? DANAUS 
 BONUS: What is the name of Danaus’ brother? AEGYPTUS 
 BONUS: What invention is Danaus responsible for that makes it appropriate that his daughters are 
punished in the Underworld by carrying leaky buckets full of water? WELLS/IRRIGATION 



 
13. What Latin phrase, derived from the proceedings of a Roman cena, means “from start to finish”? 
 AB OVO USQUE AD MALA 

BONUS: Translate that phrase into English. 
 FROM THE EGG(S) (ALL THE WAY) TO THE APPLES 

BONUS: What Latin phrase means “the burden of proof”? 
 ONUS PROBANDI 
 
 
14. In Book 9 of the Iliad, Agamemnon sends an embassy to entreat Achilles to rejoin the war. Achilles 
announces his intent to return home and offers to bring which of the embassy with him because this man helped 
to raise Achilles in Phthia? PHOENIX 
 BONUS: What story does Phoenix tell to Achilles in hopes of getting him to fight? MELEAGER 
 BONUS: Because of Achilles refusal to fight, who decides to fight in his place and  
 saves the ships from the Trojans? PATROCLUS 
 
  
 
 
15. Using a deponent verb, please translate into Latin the following sentence: The cat follows the mice. 
  FELES/FELIS MURES SEQUITUR 
 BONUS: Using a deponent verb, please translate into Latin the following sentence:  
 The bear was speaking with the lion. 
  URSUS/URSA CUM LEONE LOQUEBATUR 
 BONUS: Using a deponent verb, please translate into Latin the follow sentence:  
 The fox will use the sword.  
  VULPES GLADIO UTETUR 
   
 
 
16. HAND OUT A VISUAL TO ALL PLAYERS: You are looking at a map of the Roman Forum and 
surrounding areas. You will have 15 seconds to look over the map individually. Then I will begin the toss-up 
question. 
 
What is the term for all areas of the labeled 2-6, which in the ancient world were centers of politics, religion, 
and economy? FORUMS/FORA 
 
 BONUS: Which number marks the arch of Titus? 21 
 
 BONUS: Which number marks the Curia? 7 
 
 
 
17: What two cases can be used in Latin to show possession? GENITIVE & DATIVE 
 BONUS: What two cases can be used in Latin to show quality? GENITIVE & ABLATIVE 
 BONUS: What two cases can be used in Latin to show place where? ABLATIVE & LOCATIVE 
 
 
 
18. What beautiful princess, while flying over Libya, did Perseus save from a sea monster? ANDROMEDA 
 BONUS: Who were the parents of Andromeda? CEPHEUS & CASSIOPEIA 
 BONUS: To what uncle of hers had Andromeda previously been betrothed? PHINEAS 



 
 
19. Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  AMBULANCE    AMATEUR    ENAMOUR    AMIGO   PARAMOUR 
 BONUS: Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  QUADRUPED   PEDESTAL   PAWN   EXPEDITE   PESTICIDE    
 BONUS: Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  JOURNAL    DIARY   SOJURN   DEIFORM   QUOTIDIAN 
 
 
20. What Roman general and statesman was the commander of the army that, in 146 BC, destroyed the city of  
Carthage and brought to a close the 3rd Punic War? SCIPIO AEMILIANUS 
 BONUS: In what battle of 168 BC, did Scipio Aemilianus fight alongside his father, the victorious 
general? PYDNA 
 BONUS: In 134 BC, what city did Scipio Aemilianus successfully blockade establishing Roman 
dominion in Spain? NUMANTIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IJCL 2014 Certamen Intermediate Finals  
 
 
1: Who, guilty of the first murder of kin, was punished in the Underworld on a constantly spinning wheel of 
fire?  IXION 
 BONUS: For what crime was Salmoneus forever punished in the Underworld? IMITATING ZEUS 
 BONUS: How was Ucnus punished in the Underworld?  
  PLAITING A ROPE ON A DONKEY WHICH CONTINUALLY ATE IT 
 
 
2. What is the Latin verb and meaning at the root of espresso and imprint? PREMO- PRESS 
 BONUS: What is the Latin verb and meaning at the root of tangent and integral? TANGO-TOUCH 
 BONUS: What is the Latin verb and meaning at the root of volitile and circumvolation? 
  VOLO- FLY 
 
 
3: At what battle of 190 BC did a pair of Scipio brothers defeat Antiochus III of the Seleucids, leading to the 
treaty of Apamea? 

MAGNESIA 
B1: At what naval battle of the same year did Lucius Aemilius Regullus defeat Polyxenidas? 

MYONESSUS 
B2: What previous enemy of the Romans had taken refuge in Antiochus’ court? 

HANNIBAL 
 
4. Replace just the ablative of comparison, with a quam clause, in the following sentence: 
    Poteratne Mercurius celerius Pēgasō volāre? QUAM PEGASUS 
 BONUS: Replace iubeo in the following sentence with impero, and make all other appropriate changes. 
Caesar iubet miltes iter facere. 
  CAESAR IMPERAT MILITIBUS UT ITER FACIANT 
 BONUS: Replace debet with necesse est in the following sentence and make all other appropriate 
changes. Mercator debet vendere pisces. 
  NECESSE EST MERCATORI VENDERE PISCES 
 
 
5: Which god seduced Herse, after he dealt with her envious sister Aglauros, and fathered upon her Cephalus? 
This god caught sight of her, as he flew away from Athens? 
  HERMES 
 BONUS: Which woman did Hermes and Apollo both seduce in the same night each fathering a child 
with her? CHIONE 
 BONUS: What item of Aphrodite did Zeus send an eagle to steal, to bring to Hermes which he refused 
to return to her until she would “mingle” with him? SANDAL 
 
 
6. Translate the motto of Darmouth College: Vox clamantis in deserto. 
  THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS 
 BONUS: Translate the motto of the University of Washington. Lux sit 
  LET THERE BE LIGHT 
 BONUS: Translate the motto of the University of Chicago. Crescat scientia vita excolatur. 
  LET KNOWLEDGE GROW, LET LIFE BE NOURISHED 
 
 



7. Translate in Latin the following sentence: The cat hears that the mice are dancing in the streets. 
 FELES AUDIT MURES SALTARE IN VIIS 
 
 BONUS: Translate in Latin the following sentence: While the mice were fleeing, they caught sight of a 
bar.  DUM MURES FUGIUNT, CONSPEXERUNT TABERNAM 
 BONUS: Translate in Latin the following sentence: Now, two mice walked into a bar, the third one 
laughed.  
  NUNC, DUO MURES IN TABERNAM AMBULAVERUNT/AMBULABANT,  
  TERTIUS RIDEBAT/RISIT 
 
 
 
8: While hunting on Mt. Citheron, what son of Autonoe and Aristaeus accidentally stumbled upon the goddess 
Diana bathing with her nymphs? ACTAEON 
 BONUS: Who was the old man turned to stone by Mercury for not keeping his word about Mercury’s 
theft of Apollo’s cattle? BATTUS 
 BONUS: Who was the daughter of Nisus, who cut a purple lock of hair from her father’s head to present 
to Minos? SCYLLA 
 
 
 
9. Quid significat? Vix BARELY/SCARCELY 
 BONUS: Quid significat? Diu FOR A LONG TIME 
 BONUS: Quid significat? Tamen HOWEVER 
 
 
 
10. What modern day country roughly relates to the area the Romans referred to as Dalmatia? CROATIA 
 BONUS: What modern day country roughly relates to the area the Romans referred to as Dacia? 
  ROMANIA 
 BONUS: What modern day country roughly relates to the area the Romans referred to as Samartia? 
  POLAND/UKRAINE/RUSSIA (accept any) 
 
 
 
11. Translate into English: Carolum Nordiensem non invenis, Carolus Nordiensis te invenit. 
 YOU DON’T FIND CHUCK NORRIS, CHUCK NORRIS FINDS YOU 
B1: Translate into English: Carolus Nordiensis numquam dormit, tantum exspectat. 
 CHUCK NORRIS DOESN’T SLEEP, HE ONLY WAITS 
B2: Translate into English: Vir de Kryptonone in vestimentis nocturnalibus Caroli Nordiensis dormit. 
 SUPERMAN SLEEPS IN THE PAJAMAS OF CHUCK NORRIS 
 
 
 
12: What is the Roman term for a name such as: Mettius, Mamercus, and Manlius? PRAENOMEN 
 BONUS: What is the Roman term for a name that was used to distinguish a family within a gens?  
  COGNOMEN 
 BONUS: What would a cognomen that ended in –anus signify about that individual? ADOPTION 
 
 
 
 



 
13. Welcome to the Cinema Romana! What upcoming movie would the Romans have called “Homunculus: Eo 
et Retro Iterum”? 

THE HOBBIT: THERE AND BACK AGAIN 
B1: Now translate the movie title “Culpa in Sideribus Nostris”. 

THE FAULT IN OUR STARS 
B2: Now translate the movie title “De proxima nocte. 
  ABOUT LAST NIGHT 
 
 
 
14. Who was the mother of Laodice, Polyxena, Troilus, and Polydorus; and was the second wife, after Arisbe, 
to Priam? HECUBA 
 BONUS: After the fall of Troy, to whom was Hecuba given as a slave? ODYSSEUS 
 BONUS: Into what was Hecuba transformed after she murdered Polymestor? DOG 
 
 
 
15. Listen carefully to the following passage, which I will read twice. Then answer the question that follows  
    in Latin. 
 
 Daedalus in insula Creta longum exsilium egit. Tactus amore loci natalis, diu insulam relinquere 
desiderabat, sed mari clausus erat. “Minos, rex Cretae,” inquit, “terras et undas tenet, at caelum certe est 
apertum. Caelo ibimus. Quamquam omnia Minos possidet, tamen non aera possidet.”   (repeat) 
 
Question: Quomodo Daedalus Cretā ibit? CAELO 
 
 BONUS: Cur Daedalus insulam relinquere desiderabat?  
  (ERAT) TACTUS AMORE LOCI NATALIS 
 
 BONUS: Quid exitum Daedali prohibuit? MARE 
 
 
 
16: Who introduced the Lex Julia of 90 BC, which offered citizenship to Roman municipia who had not raised 
arms against Rome in the Social War? 

LUCIUS (Iulius) CAESAR (do NOT accept “Julius Caesar”) 
B1: What law of the following year offered citizenship even to those that rebelled? 

LEX PLAUTIA PAPIRIA 
B2: Which emperor passed a series of laws known as the Leges Iuliae, including laws against bribery, inter-
class marriage, and adultery? 

AUGUSTUS 
 
 
 
17: Who, considered the most cruel of Turnus’ allies in the war with Aeneas, is slain by Aeneas when he returns 
to face Aeneas after he learns of his own son’s death at Aeneas’ hands? MEZENTIUS 
 BONUS: Who is the son of Mezentius? LAUSUS 
 BONUS: What other ally of Turnus is slain by a spear thrown by Arruns? CAMILLA 
 

 
 



 
18. When recognized by the moderator, perform the following command: 
Tege oculos ambobus manibus et dic mihi, “Paratus aut non, hic venio” 
  (STUDENT SHOULD COVER EYES WITH BOTH HANDS AND SAY  
  “READY OR NOT, HERE I COME) 
 BONUS: Now perform the following: Omnes surgite et dicite “celer quam quam celerrime, 
numquam capies me. 
  STUDENTS ALL RISE AND SAY “FAST AS FAST CAN BE, YOU WILL NEVER CATCH ME   
 BONUS: Now perform the following: Surgite rursus atque si este felices et scitote id, plaudite. 
  STUDENTS SHOULD RISE AGAIN AND CLAP (IF THEY ARE HAPPY) 
  (OR THEY MAY ARGUE THEY ARE NOT HAPPY AND THEREFORE WON’T DO ANYTHING) 
 
 
19: Who served as praetorian prefect under Severus Alexander in the third century AD, and is most famous for 
his work as a jurist? 

ULPIAN 
B1: Who was Alexander Severus’s mother? 

JULIA MAMMAEA 
B2: Who was his predecessor Elagabalus’s mother? 

JULIA SOEMIAS 
 
 
 
20. Which of the following is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  RELOCATION   ELOCUTION   OBLOQUY   VENTRILOQUY   COLLOQUIUM 
 BONUS: Which of the following is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  ADHERENT   HESITATION   EXHAUST   INCOHERENT  ADHESIVE  
 BONUS: Which of the following is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  DEFUNCT   CONFOUND   PROFUSION   FONDUE   DIFFUSE 
!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


