
IJCL 2014 Certamen Novice ROUND 1 
 
 
 
1. Responde aut Anglice aut Latine: Quis sum? Sum deus furum et nuntiorum. Meae soleae habent alas, 
et caduceum fero. MERCURY / MERCURIUS 
 
 BONUS: Quis sum? Sum dea belli et sapientiae. Bubo est mea avis. MINERVA / MINERVA 
 
 BONUS: Quis sum? Sum pater Ascanii et filius Veneris Anchisaeque. Fugi ab urbe Troia ad 
Hesperiam. 
            AENEAS / AENEAS 
 
 
2. During this holiday, Pliny is said to secluded himself in his Laurentian estate far away from the city, but 
    Catullus calls it “the best of days”. What festival would find Romans setting aside their toga for the Greek 
    style synthesis, a harvest festival held in December? SATURNALIA 
 BONUS: During which Roman festival in March would Roman boys set aside their bulla praetexta? 
  LIBERALIA 
 BONUS: What festival in Rome, celebrated from February 13-15, was associated with Pan, and was 
 generally intended to purify the city and release health and fertility? LUPERCALIA 
 
 
3. What wife of Aeneas did he reluctantly leave behind in the burning city of Troy? CREUSA 
 BONUS: What queen in Carthage did Aeneas reluctantly leave behind after Mercury  
 instructed him to do so? DIDO 
 BONUS: What princess of Latium was reluctantly given to Aeneas once he had defeated  
 the Rutulians in Italy? LAVINIA 
 
 
4. Quid significat: Taurus ? BULL 
 BONUS: Quid significat: Cervus ? DEER 
 BONUS: Quid significat: Formica ? ANT 
 
 
5. Listen carefully to the following passage, which I will read twice, then answer in Latin  
    the questions that follow. 
 Europa est puella pulchra. Europa in Tyro, insulā in Phoeniciā, habitat. Agenor est rex 
 Phoeniciae, et Europa est filia. Europa cum amicīs Tyriīs ludit. Amicae Europae puellam amant, 
 et Europa amicās amat. (repeat) 
 
Question: Ubi Europa habitat? IN TYRO/IN INSULA/IN PHOENICIA 
 BONUS: Quis est rex Phoeniciae? AGENOR 
 BONUS: Quibuscum Europa ludit? CUM AMICIS TYRIIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
6. Which of Rome’s kings is said to have increased the population of Rome by two methods: establishing an 
        asylum on the Capitoline for outlaws and refugees as well as kidnapping the Sabine women? 
  ROMULUS 
 BONUS: Which king of the Sabines led an attack on the city to reclaim their women? TITUS TATIUS 
 BONUS: By whose treachery did the Sabines capture the Capitoline? TARPEIA 
 
 
 
7. Please translate the following into Latin: Today we come to play. 
  HODIE VENIMUS LUDERE 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into Latin: The hope is to win. 
  SPES EST VINCERE/SUPERARE 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into Latin: Glory will be the prize. 
  GLORIA PRAEDA/PRAEMIUM/SPOLIUM ERIT 
 
 
 
8. What sibling of Chrysaor, an offspring of Medusa, was a winged horse tamed by Bellerophon? PEGASUS 
 BONUS: What other divine horse was the offspring of Poseidon and Demeter? ARION 
 BONUS: What pair of immortal horses were given to Achilles to drive his chariot?  
  XANTHUS & BALIUS 
 
 
9. What movie just released last weekend would the Romans have rendered as, Virī Monumentorum?  
 THE MONUMENTS MEN 
 BONUS 1: Please render into Latin the movie, which is set to be released today, Endless Love. 
  PERPETUUS/INFINITIMUS AMOR 
 BONUS 2: What is the English title for the movie released last weekend, Ultimī iniustorum? 
  THE LAST OF THE UNJUST 
 
 
10. What battle of 31 BC, was the decisive confrontation of the civil war between Antony and Octavian  
      for control of the Roman State? ACTIUM 
 BONUS: Who was the commander of Octavian’s fleet at Actium?  
  (MARCUS VISPANIUS) AGRIPPA 
 BONUS: Antony’s fleet was supported by whose ships? CLEOPATRA 
 
 
11. How many Julio-Claudian emperors were there? FIVE 
 BONUS: How many Flavian emperors were there? THREE 
 BONUS: How many Emperor ruled in 69 AD? FOUR 
 
 
 
12. What daughter of Pittheus is the mother of the hero, Theseus? AETHRA 
 BONUS: What god and what man are both, according to various sources, said to be  
 the father of Theseus? AEGEUS & POSEIDON 
 BONUS: What is the name of Pittheus’ city where Theseus was born? TROEZEN 
 
 



 
 
13. Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  TEMPO    TEMPEST    TEMPLATE    TEMPORARY 
 BONUS: Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  CLOISTER    CULTURE    EXCLUDE   CLAUSE 
 BONUS: Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  DELAGATION   LEGEND   LECTURE   ILLEGIBLE 
 
 
14. What Thessalian king, invited to Mt. Olympus, tried to seduce Hera and was punished in the underworld for  
    eternity by revolving upon a fiery wheel? IXION 
 BONUS: What Lydian king, after inviting the gods to a feast, cut up and served his son, Pelops, to them,  
 and was punished in the underworld eternally? TANTALUS 
 BONUS: What is Sisyphus’ punishment in the underworld? PUSH ROCK UP HILL FOREVER 
 
 
15. Please translate the following sentence into English: Equī herbam edēbant. 
  THE HORSE WERE EATING GRASS 
 BONUS: Please translate the following sentence into English: Ducēs vinum bibunt. 
  THE LEADERS/GENERALS DRINK/ARE DRINKING WINE 
 BONUS: Please translate the following sentence into English: Coquī cenam coquent. 
  THE COOKS WILL COOK DINNER 
 
 
16. What master Athenian craftsman was exiled from Athens for the murder of his nephew and took refuge with 
    his son Icarus in Crete? DAEDALUS 
 BONUS: What is the name given to his nephew? PERDIX/TALUS/CALUS 
 BONUS: What two items had Perdix invented that caused Daedalus to be jealous of him and killed him 
for it?  SAW & COMPASS 
 
 
 
17. Derived from the Latin adjective for great, what English word means: to make larger? MAGNIFY 
 BONUS: Also derived from the same adjective, what English word means generous?  
  MAGNANIMOUS 
 BONUS: Also derived from the same adjective, what English word means a person of rank,  
 power, or influence in a specified area? MAGNATE 
 
 
 
18. For the verb, to work, give the present active infinitive: LABORARE 
 BONUS: For the verb, to move, give the singular present active imperative: MOVE 
 BONUS: For the verb, to put, give the plural present active imperative: PONITE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19. What is term for the marble basin built directly beneath the compluvium, to catch rainwater which came 
through the opening? IMPLUVIUM 
 
HAND OUT THE VISUAL, allow the team 10 seconds to look it over. 
  
 BONUS: The tablinum is labeled by which number? 5 
  
 BONUS: The peristylium is labeled by which number? 9 
 
 
 
20. Translate into English the motto of New York, which is Excelsior. HIGHER 
 BONUS: Translate into English the motto of North Carolina: Esse quam videri. 
 TO BE RATHER THAN TO SEEM 

BONUS: Translate into English the motto of the University of Rochester: Meliora. 
 BETTER THINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IJCL 2014 Certamen Novice ROUND 2 
 
 
 
1. What is the Latin noun AND meaning at the root of homicide? HOMO- MAN 
 BONUS: What is the Latin noun AND meaning at the root of uxoricide? UXOR- WIFE 
 BONUS: What is the Latin noun AND meaning at the root of regicide? REX- KING 
 
 
2. What war was waged between 280-275 BC, which initially began as a minor dispute between Rome  
       and the city of Tarentum, which then requested aid from the Greek state of Epirus? PYRRHIC WAR 
 BONUS: What was the first battle of the Pyrrhic war, which was almost a complete victory for Pyrrhus? 
  HERACLEA 
 BONUS: Which battle, according to Plutarch, resulted in the phrase ‘Pyrrhic Victory”? ASCULUM 
 
 
3. Who was the son of Anticleia and Laertes who ruled on the island of Ithaca? ODYSSEUS 
 BONUS: Who was the faithful wife of Odysseus? PENELOPE 
 BONUS: Who was the son of Odysseus and Penelope? TELEMACHUS 
 
 
4. Please translate the following sentence into English: Servī strenuē in agrīs laborant. 
  THE SERVANTS ARE WORKING/WORK IN THE FIELDS STRENUOSLY/HARD 
 BONUS: Please translate the following sentence into English: Puerī ad ludum īre nōn volunt. 
  THE BOYS DO NOT WANT TO GO TO SCHOOL 
 BONUS: Please translate the following sentence into English: Bellō saepe bonī militēs interficiuntur. 
 IN WAR OFTEN GOOD SOLDIERS ARE KILLED 
 
 
5. What term did the Roman use to refer to elaborate baths, which correspond to our modern day country clubs? 
  THERMAE/BALNEA 
 BONUS: For what was the apodyterium used? CHANGING ROOM 
 BONUS: What was the sudatorium?  SAUNA/STEAM ROOM 
 
 
6. What great shipbuilder did Jason request to build, with Athena’s help, the 50-oared ship that would take  
    Jason and his crew on a great quest to retrieve the Golden Fleece? ARGUS 
 BONUS: Which two of Jason’s crew aided Phineus by attacking and driving off the Harpies that were 
 tormenting him? ZEETES & CALAIS 
 BONUS: Which of Jason’s crew boxed and killed king Amycus while on their journey to Cholcis? 
  POLYDEUCES/POLLUX 
 
 
7. What is the title of the British detective TV series that the Romans might have called, Medicus Qui? 
  DOCTOR WHO 
 BONUS 1: What is the Latin rendering of FOX’s new TV Comedy, The New Girl? 
  NOVA PUELLA 
 BONUS 2: What is the Latin rendering of AMC’s hit drama, Mad Men? IRATI VIRI 
 
 
 



8. Medical prescriptions often contain Latin abbreviations. If a certain medicine is to be taken h.s.,  
    when should you take it? BEDTIME (HOUR OF SLEEP) 
 
 BONUS: What does the abbreviation q.i.d. mean about a medicine? 
 (IT SHOULD BE TAKEN) FOUR TIMES A DAY 
 
 BONUS: What does the abbreviation n.p.o. mean about a medicine? 
 (NOTHING SHOULD BE EATEN OR DRUNK) NOTHING BY MOUTH 
 
 
9. What two brothers both served as tribunes in the late second century BC. Each brother attempted to pass 
       land reform legislation? TIBERIUS & GAIUS GRACCHUS 
 BONUS: Who was their mother? CORNELIA 
 BONUS: Who was the father of Cornelia? SCIPIO AFRICANUS 
 
 
10. Who at noon of his first day on earth, stepped outside of the cave he was born in, to encounter a tortoise 
which he promptly killed and invented the lyre out of it’s shell? HERMES 
 BONUS: Bored of the music, Hermes departed the cave again only to discover a herd of  
 whose cattle, which he immediately stole? APOLLO 
 BONUS: What old man did he encounter while stealing the cattle, who promised that he would tell no  
 one what he had seen, only to give up his secret to a disguised Hermes later? BATTUS 
 
 
11. Please translate the following into Latin: Aphrodite is the goddess of love. 
  MINERVA DEA AMORIS EST 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into Latin: Zeus was the king of the gods. 
  JUPITER ERAT REX DEORUM 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into Latin: Poseidon has been the patron of sailors. 
  NEPTUNUS FUIT PATRONUS NAUTARUM 
 
 
12. What island in the northern Aegean Sea became a cult center for the worship of Hephaestus after the people  
    of the island had cared for him after his fall from Mt. Olympus? LEMNOS 
 BONUS: On what island was Pygmalion, the sculptor of a statue who turned into a woman, a king? 
  CYPRUS 
 BONUS: On what island did Theseus abandon Ariadne? NAXOS 
 
 
13. Give the Latin verb meaning to sail: NAVIGARE 
 BONUS: Give the Latin meaning to flee: FUGERE 
 BONUS: Give the Latin verb meaning to conquer: VINCERE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14. Listen carefully to the following passage, which I will read twice, then answer in Latin  
    the questions that follow. 
 Olim erat nympha pulchra. Nomen nymphae erat Syringa. In Arcadiā habitabat. Centum deī et 
 satyrī Syringam amābant, sed Syringa eōs non amābat. Quamquam Syringa nymphās ceterās et 
 deam Dianam amābat, tamen deōs satyrōsque fugitābat.  (repeat) 
 
Question: Quod nomen nymphae erat? SYRINGA 
 BONUS: Ubi Syringa habitabat? IN ARCADIA 
 BONUS: Quot dei satyrique Syringam amabant? CENTUM (DEI SATYRIQUE) 
 
 
15. Under which of the Five Good emperors did the Roman Empire reach it’s greatest geographic extent?  
  TRAJAN 
 BONUS: Who was the first of the Five Good Emperors? NERVA 
 BONUS: Who was the last of the Five Good Emperors? MARCUS AURELIUS 
 
 
 
16. When recognized, perform the following Latin command. Sta et laete carmen cane! 
 (ONE STUDENT SHOULD STAND SING HAPPILY) 
 
 BONUS: Now perform this command: State et dicite mihi Anglice vestra nomina. 
 (MORE THAN NE STUDENT SHOULD STAND AND SAY THEIR NAMES IN ENGLISH) 
 
 BONUS: Now perform this command: Sta et ride magna cum voce. 
 (ONE STUDENT SHOULD STAND AND LAUGH WITH A LARGE VOICE) 
 
 
17. Derived from the Latin noun for body, what English word means: a company or group of people  
    authorized to act as a single entity and recognized as such in law? CORPORATION 
 BONUS: Derived from the Latin noun for heart, what English word means: disagreement? 
  DISCORD 
 BONUS: Derived from the Latin noun for end, what English word means: without limit? 
  INDEFINITE 
 
 
18. What hero is the son of Alcmene, and the half brother of Iphicles? HERACLES 
 
HAND OUT THE VISUAL, allow the team 10 seconds to look it over. 
 
 BONUS: You are looking at sketches of the metopes from the Temple of Zeus at Olympia. Which letter 
indicates Heracles’ return with the Erymanthian Boar?  G 
 
 BONUS:  In what two places is Heracles in letters B and K? B- LERNEA, K- UNDERWORLD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19. What modern day country roughly relates to the area the Romans referred to as Lusitania? PORTUGAL 
 
 BONUS: What modern day country roughly relates to the area the Romans referred to as Helvetia? 
  SWITZERLAND 
 BONUS: What modern day country roughly relates to the area the Romans referred to as Mauretania? 
  MOROCCO/ALGERIA (accept either) 
 
 
 
20. For the noun rex, give the accusative plural form: REGES 
 BONUS: For the noun mons, give the genitive plural form: MONTIUM 
 BONUS: For the noun libertas, give the dative singular form: LIBERTATI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IJCL 2014 Certamen Novice ROUND 3 
 
 
1. Who was the nephew of Marius who was married to Cinna’s daughter Cornelia, and in 63 BC became the 
       Pontifex Maximus, and was elected to his first consulship in 59 BC along with Marcus Bibulus? 
  (GAIUS) JULIUS CAESAR 
 BONUS: In what year did Caesar begin his campaign in Gaul? 58 BC 
 BONUS: In what year was the final decisive battle in Gaul, at Alesia? 52 BC 
 
 
2. Please translate the following into Latin: The wolf gives the fish to (his) friend. 
  LUPUS PISCEM AMICO DAT 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into Latin: The bear was sending the fox honey. 
  URSUS MEL VULPĪ MITTEBAT 
 BONUS: Please translate the following into Latin: The bull will show the horse the food. 
  TAURUS EQUO CIBUM MONSTRABIT/OSTENDET  
 
 
3. What daughter of Peneus was the first love of Apollo, who, while fleeing the god, was turned by her father 
into a laurel tree? DAPHNE 
 BONUS: What lover of Apollo turned into a sunflower after being neglected by the god? CLYTIE 
 BONUS: What princess of Troy rejected the love of Apollo after he had bestowed  
 upon her the gift of prophecy? CASSANDRA 
 
 
4. What are the meanings of the two Latin words at the root of circumspect? 
  AROUND & SEE 
 BONUS: What are the meanings of the two Latin words at the root of translucent? 
  ACROSS & LIGHT 
 BONUS: What are the meanings of the two Latin words at the root of jurisdiction? 
  LAW/RIGHT & SAY/SPEAK 
 
 
5. HAND OUT A VISUAL TO ALL PLAYERS: You are looking at a map of the Roman Forum. You will have 
15 seconds to look over the map individually. Then I will begin the toss-up question. 
 
Give the number of the monument in the Roman Forum described here. This monument was began in 70 AD by 
Vespasian and completed by his successor Titus in 80 AD. It could hold between 50 and 80 thousand fans, and 
the largest ampitheater in the world.  
  22 (FLAVIAN AMPITHEATER) 
 
 BONUS: What number labels the Temple of Vesta? 17 
 
 BONUS: What number labels the Curia? 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Of the words caelum, corpus, gaudium, navis, and pax, which is being described in this Latin sentence?  
    Pluvia venit ab eo, atque id est super mari terraque. CAELUM 
 
 BONUS: Which of those same words is being described in this Latin sentence? Est finis belli. PAX 
 
 BONUS: Which of those same words is being described in this Latin sentence?  
 Est super cruribus et infra caput. CORPUS 
 
 
7. Although Acrisius locked his daughter Danae away in a chamber to prevent her from having children,  
    in what form did Zeus manage to find his way to her and lay with her? GOLDEN RAIN 
 BONUS: Who was the resulting son of Zeus and Danae? PERSEUS 
 BONUS: When Acrisius learned of her son, what did he do to rid himself of the problem? 
  SET THEM AFLOAT IN A CHEST 
 
 
8. What is the term for: an educated Greek slave who would accompany young boys to school? 
  PAEDAGOGUS 
 BONUS: What is the term for a primary school teacher would instruct young boys  
 in reading, writing, and arithmetic? LITTERATOR 
 BONUS: What is the term for a secondary school teacher who would teach  
 Roman boys Latin and Greek literature? GRAMMATICUS 
 
 
 
9. Which case in Latin is used to show place to which? ACCUSATIVE 
 BONUS: Which case is used in Latin to show manner? ABLATIVE 
 BONUS: Which case is used in Latin to show duration of time? ACCUSATIVE 
 
 
 
10. Define the Latin adjectives: longus and latus LONG/FAR & WIDE 
 BONUS: Define the Latin adjectives celer and acer: SWIFT/FAST & SHARP/KEEN 
 BONUS: Define the Latin adjectives prudens and potens: SMART/WISE/DILIGENT & POWERFUL 
 
 
 
11. Listen carefully to the following passage, which I will read twice, then answer in English  
    the questions that follow. 
 Miles Persius inquit, “Caelum propter numerum sagittārum non vidēbitis” 
 Miles Spartanus respondet, “In umbrā, igitur, pugnābimus.” 
 Et Leonidas exclamat: “Pugnate magnīs cum animīs, Lacedaemoniī: hōdie apud inferōs  
 fortasse cenābimus.” 
 
Question: Why does the Persian soldier say they will not be able to see the sky?  
  (BECAUSE OF) THE NUMBER OF ARROWS 
 BONUS: What does the Spartan soldier respond? THEN WE WILL FIGHT IN THE SHADOW/SHADE 
 BONUS: Leonidas says that today we will dine with whom? WITH THE DEAD 
 
 
 
 



12. What young warrior was discovered by Odysseus in the court of Lycomedes disguised as a young girl? 
 ACHILLES 
BONUS: Before he was discovered the daughter of Lycomedes bore a child to Achilles.  
What was the name of their son? NEOPTOLEMUS/PYRRHA 
BONUS: What seer of the Greek forces informed the Greeks that Troy could not be taken without the 
aid of Achilles? CALCHAS 

 
 
 
13. Please translate the following sentence into English: Domus plena hopitium non erat grata matrī 
  THE HOUSE FULL OF GUESTS WAS NOT PLEASING TO THE MOTHER 
 BONUS: Please translate the following sentence into English: Hospitēs, ut piscēs, redolēre incipiunt 
post trēs diēs. 
  GUESTS/HOUSEGUESTS, AS/LIKE FISH, BEGIN TO SMELL AFTER THREE DAYS 
 BONUS: Please translate the following sentence into English: Esse optimus hospēs, manē domī. 
  TO BE THE BEST GUEST, STAY AT HOME 
 
 
 
14. Who was only the second Emperor to succeed his father, when he took the throne upon  
       the death of his father, Marcus Aurelius? COMMODUS 
 BONUS: Commodus saw himself as the reincarnation of what hero? HERCULES 
 BONUS: Who succeeded Commodus as emperor? PERTINAX 
 
 
 
15. Which Rick Riordan book would be translated into Latin as Domus Plutonis? THE HOUSE OF HADES 
 BONUS 1: Which Rick Riordan book would be translated into Latin as Mare Monstrorum?  
  THE SEA OF MONSTERS 
 BONUS 2: Which forthcoming Rick Riordan book would be translated into Latin as Sanguis Olympi? 
 THE BLOOD OF OLYMPUS 
 
 
16. What young man arrived at the tomb of Ninus only to find the veil of his lover in the dust covered with 
blood? PYRAMUS 
 BONUS: What young man lost his way while swimming the Hellespont like he many nights before 
when the waves put out the fire that was his guide? LEANDER 
 BONUS: What young man defeated Atalanta in a footrace to win her as a bride?  
  HIPPOMENES/MELANION 
 
 
 
17. Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  AGITATOR    PROACTIVE    ACID    EXACT   AGILE 
 BONUS: Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  CAPTOR    INCEPTION    EMANCIPATE    CAPTION    RECANT 
 BONUS: Which of the following words is not derived from the same Latin root as the others? 
  SEDUCE    DICTATE   ABDUCTION    INTRODUCE     REDUX 
 
 
 
 



18. After the murder of his wife and children, whom did Heracles have serve for twelve years to purify himself 
of the murder? EURYSTHEUS 
 BONUS: Whose stables did Heracles have to clean as one of his labors? AUGEAS 
 BONUS: Whose mares did Heracles have to fetch as another of his twelve labors? DIOMEDES 
 
 
 
 
19. Ancus Marcius is said to have gained control of the salt-pans near Ostia. What is the name of the first 
       permament bridge that he built across the Tiber to allow them to bring in the salt supply?  
  PONS SUBLICIUS 
 BONUS: Ancus Marcius is also said to have built the first prison in Rome.  
 What is the name given to that prison? MAMERTINE 
 BONUS: Who succeeded Ancus Marcius as king of Rome? (LUCIUS) TARQUINIUS PRISCUS 
 
 
 
20. Imagine the following scenario. You say to your teammate, “Certamen is my favorite JCL event.” Your 
teammate replies, “Yesterday I saw a dragon.” What Latin phrase could be used to describe this response? 
 NON SEQUITUR 
 BONUS: After your teammate’s comment, you say, “Yeah right. Dragons will never exist.”  
 What Latin phrase could you have used to express this sentiment?  AD KALENDAS GRAECAS 
 BONUS: Your friend, however, insists that there was a dragon, but urges you not to tell anyone.  
 What Latin phrase refers to such secrecy?  SUB ROSA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IJCL 2014 Certamen Novice FINALS  
 
 
 
1. Translate the following into Latin: It is not necessary to live without the Latin Language. 
  NON NECESSE EST VIVERE SINE LINGUA LATINA 
 BONUS: Translate the following into Latin: The god of war and the goddess of love were caught by the 
god of fire. DEUS BELLI ET DEA AMORIS CAPIEBANTUR A DEO IGNIS 
 BONUS: Translate the following into Latin: The farmers will find gold in the fields. 
  AGRICOLAE AURUM IN AGRIS INVENIENT 
 
 
2: What monstrous brood of Phorcys and Ceto is the mother of the Crommyonian sow, Orthus, the Hydra, and 
the Chimera? ECHIDNA 
 BONUS: Who is the father, by Echidna, of Orthus, the Hydra, and Cerberus? TYPHAON 
 BONUS: Who killed Echidna? ARGUS 
 
 
3: Although Numa Pompilius famously had a nymph as a consort, named Egeria, he also had a wife. Name this 
daughter of a future king. 

TATIA 
B1: What king was originally known as Lucomo? 

TARQUINIUS PRISCUS 
B2: Who was the wife of Tarquinius Priscus who helped him gain the throne?   TANAQUIL 
 
 
4. What Latin verb and its meaning is at the root of reclusive and preclude? CLAUDO- SHUT 
 BONUS: What Latin verb and its meaning is at the root of succor and occur? CURRO- RUN 
 BONUS: What Latin verb and its meaning is at the root of election and eligible? LEGO- READ 
 
 
 
5: After she had been vomited up by Cronus was reared by the seasons, before she was seduced by Zeus in the 
form of a cuckoo and became his wife? HERA 
 BONUS: Over what city did Hera and Poseidon vie for patronage? ARGOS 
 BONUS: Who is the daughter of Hera, a goddess of childbirth? EILEITHYIA 
 
 
 
6: 146 BC was a triumphant year for the Romans. It was the year of the destruction of Carthage and of what 
other city? 

CORINTH 
BONUS: What general conquered Carthage? 

SCIPIO AEMILIANUS 
BONUS: What general conquered Corinth? 

(GAIUS) MUMMIUS 
 
 
7. Quid significat: augeo? TO INCREASE 
 Quid significat: aperio? TO OPEN/REVEAL 
 Quid significat: iacio? TO THROW 



8. What is the use of the ablative in the following sentence? Hieme saepe Cornelii ad Graeciam navigabant. 
  TIME WHEN 
 BONUS: What is the use of the ablative in the following sentence? Magnā curā Cicero orationem 
scripsit. MANNER 
 BONUS: What is the use of the ablative in the following sentence? Ostium ab ianitore et cane 
custodiebatur. AGENT 
 
 
9: Who, tricked into thinking she was being married off to Achilles, was almost sacrificed by her father 
Agamemnon before she was saved by Artemis? IPHIGENIA 
 BONUS: Where did Agamemnon try to sacrifice her, the site of the gathering of Greeks set to sail to 
Troy?  AULIS 
 BONUS: With what did Artemis replace Iphigenia? STAG 
 

 
 
10: What uncle of Caligula was also his first consular colleague? 

CLAUDIUS 
B1: What son of Claudius was killed on the orders of Nero? 

BRITANNICUS 
B2: Whom did Nero kick to death while she was pregnant? 

POPPAEA SABINA 
 
 
11. Translate into English this state motto, which contains a future imperative; the motto of Idaho: Esto 
perpetua. 
  MAY IT BE FOREVER 
 BONUS: Translate into English the motto of Colorado: Nil sine numine.  
  NOTHING WITHOUT DIVINE GUIDANCE/GOD 
 BONUS: Translate into English the motto of Wyoming: Cedant arma togae. 
  LET ARMS YIELD TO THE TOGA 
 
 
 
12. Theseus defeated a number of criminals on his journeys by himself, but even the great Theseus  
    needed help when he went to kidnap which woman to be his wife? HELEN 
 BONUS: Who was his companion? PIRITHOOS  
 BONUS: Whom were they planning to kidnap for Pirithous? PERSEPHONE 
 
 
 
 
 
13.: Translate into English this Latin song title from Disney’s Frozen: “Amor est ianua aperta”. 

LOVE IS AN OPEN DOOR 
B1: Now translate: “cupisne aedificare hominem niveum?” 

DO YOU WANT TO BUILD A SNOWMAN? 
B2: Now translate into Latin the title “In Summer”. 

AESTATE 
 
 
 



14: What is the term for a type of gladiator who fought with virtually no armor and no helmet,  
    but was armed with a dagger, trident, and net? RETIARIUS 
 BONUS: What is the term for a heavily armored gladiator who wore a helmet with  
 a fish on it, and was armed with a gladius and large oblong shield? MURMILLO 
 BONUS: What is the term for a gladiator who was usually paired with a murmillo,  
 and wore a broad rimmed helmet and was armed with a small round shield and  
 a small curved sword? THRAEX/THRACIAN 
 
 
15. TOSSUP: Listen carefully to the following passage from Martial, which I will read twice, then answer in 
Latin  
    the questions that follow. 
 Nōn amō tē, Sabidī nec possum dicere quāre 
       Hoc tantum possum dicere: nōn amō tē 
 
Question: Quem non Martialis amat? TE/SABIDIUM 
 BONUS: Cuī Martialis poema scribit? SABIDIO 
 BONUS: Quid tantum Martialis dicere potest? NON AMO TE 
 
 
 
16: What son of Glaucus, originally named Hipponous, received his epithet because he had killed a childhood 
friend or relative named Bellerus? BELLEROPHON 
 BONUS: What great task did Iobates send Bellerophon on? KILL CHIMERA 
 BONUS: How does Bellerophon meet his demise? FELL OFF PEGASUS 
 
 
17. When recognized by the moderator, perform the following command: sta et ambula similis civi Aegypti. 
  STUDENT SHOULD STAND AND WALK LIKE AN EYGPTIAN 
 BONUS: Now perform the following command: omnes vertite et audientibus cantate una,  
quid vulpes dicit? 
 ALL STUDENTS SHOULD TURN AND SING TO THE AUDIENCE “WHAT DOES THE FOX SAY” 
 BONUS: Now perform the following command: omnes surgite et ambulate quasi in luna. 
  ALL STUDENTS SHOULD RISE AND WALK AS IF ON THE MOON 
 
 
18: In 312 AD, what emperor is said to have seen the Latin phrase, “In hoc signo vinces,” prior to defeating 
Maxentius? CONSTANTINE 
 BONUS: Constantine reunited the Empire after the tetrarchy. Who had split the Empire into this 
organization? DIOCLETIAN 
 BONUS: When Diocletion divided the empire, he was one of two Emperors. Name the other. 
  MAXIMIAN 
 
 
19: Which of the following English derivatives is not derived from the same Latin noun as the rest?  
  ACCURACY   CURAVATURE   CURATIVE   SECURITY   CURIOUS 
 BONUS: Which of the following English derivatives is not derived from the same Latin noun as the 
rest? 
  COOPERATION   HORS D’OEUVRES   INURE   MANOEUVRE   ONEROUS 
 BONUS: Which of the following English derivatives is not derived from the same Latin noun as the 
rest? 
  SUBPAR   PARTICLE   PARCEL   COMPARTMENT   BIPARTISAN 



 
20. Please translate the following sentence into English: Numquam nōs paramur vincī. 
  WE ARE NEVER PREPARED TO BE BEATEN/CONQUERED/DEFEATED 
 BONUS: Please translate the following sentence into English:  
 Nostrī hostēs fuerunt bonī sed putāmus nōs esse meliorēs. 
  OUR ENEMIES/OPPONENTS HAVE BEEN GOOD, BUT WE THINK WE ARE BETTER 
 BONUS: Please translate the following sentence into English:  
 Sī nōn erimus victōrēs, erit culpa nostrī magistrī.  
  IF WE WILL NOT BE VICTORS, IT WILL BE THE FAULT OF OUR TEACHER 
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