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WJCL Summer Rounds—Tournament V 

Written by Michael Kearney 

Round I 

 

TU1: Because she saved her brother Orestes by sending him to Phocis, what daughter of 

Agamemnon was married to a commoner by Aegisthus to prevent her bearing noble sons? 

                                                                                                                    ELECTRA 

B1: What best friend of Orestes did Electra later marry?          PYLADES 

B2: What sister did Electra nearly blind at Delphi because she thought she had sacrificed Orestes 

to Artemis?                                                                                                                  IPHIGENEIA 

 

TU2: What author, who served under Pompeius Strabo and in Sicily where he found the tomb of 

Archimedes, came to Rome and served as consul in 63 B.C.?        (M. TULLIUS) CICERO 

B1: Under whom had Cicero studied rhetoric in Rhodes?         MOLON (OF RHODES) 

B2: What wife of Cicero did he marry upon his return?                              TERENTIA 

 

TU3: What Latin phrase means a “busybody?”                             QUIDNUNC 

B1: What Latin phrase means “an unsual person?”                            RARA AVIS 

B2: What Latin phrase means “endlessly?”                       AD INFINITUM 

 

TU4: Translate the following sentence from English to Latin, using a cum-clause: Although the 

sun shone brightly today, it was still cold.            

CUM SOL HODIE CLARE LUCERET, (TAMEN) FRIGIDUS ADHUC ERAT 

B1: Now translate this sentence into Latin, using the same construction: Because it was too cold, 

I could not work outside.   

CUM FRIGIDIOR ESSET, NON POSSUM EXTRA LABORARE 

B2: Now translate this sentence into Latin: I hope that it is warmer tomorrow. 

SPERO ID CRAS CALIDIUS FORE/CALITURUM (ESSE) 

 

 

TU5:  Said to be descended from the Gracchi and Trajan, what 80-year was proclaimed emperor 

by troops in Africa in 238?                                                                  GORDIAN I 

B1: Following Gordian’s and his son’s deaths to the governor of Numidia, what two men did the 

Senate appoint as emperors?       PUPIENUS and BALBINUS 

B2: Whom did the young Gordian III choose as his Praetorian Prefect?          TIMESITHEUS 

 

TU6: What author’s magnum opus, which he burned his own copy of out of disgust, begins its 

fifteen books with line in nova fert animus?                               OVID 

B1: Ovid claims to have invented a new genre with what work?                             HEROIDES 

B2: How many letters make up Ovid’s Heroides?                                   21 
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TU7: For the verb audio, give the first person singular present active subjunctive.        AUDIAM 

B1: Make that form passive.                                                            AUDIAR 

B2: Make that form imperfect.                                             AUDIRER 

 

TU8: What use of the accusative case is found in the following phrase: ingentem aedem facere.                

DIRECT OBJECT/OBJECT OF INFINITIVE 

B1: What use of the accusative case is found in the following phrase: femur trāgulā ictus.                 

GREEK 

B2: What use of the accusative case is found in the following phrase: te miseram facio.         

PREDICATE 

 

TU9: What man, who was nursed in his youth by Gaia and the Seasons, married Cadmus’ 

daughter Autonoe and had Actaeon by her?                              ARISTAEUS 

B1: Name Cadmus’ three other daughters.           INO, SEMELE, AGAVE 

B2: What deity did Aristaeus need to capture in order to determine how to save his bees?             

PROTEUS 

  

TU10: Give a synonym of aer.              SPIRITUS/NUBES/CAELUM/AETHER/AURA 

B1: Give a synonym of prex.          PRECATIO/DEVOTIO/VOTUM/CARMEN 

B2: Give two synonyms of ianua.        FORES/VALVAE/POSTIS/OSTIUM/FORIS/PORTA 

 

TU11: Becoming Pontifex Maximus and elected praetor in the same year, what nephew of 

Marius rose to the consulship in 59 B.C., reversing his family’s failing fortunes?   

                                                                                                           (C.) IULIUS CAESAR 

B1: Who was Caesar’s incompetent co-consul in 59 B.C.?         (M. 

CALPURNIUS) BIBULUS 

B2: What law of 59 B.C. gave Caesar a five-year governorship of Cisalpine Gaul and Illyricum? 

LEX VATINIA 

 

TU12: To what class of numerals do multiplex and simplex belong? MULTIPLICATIVES 

B1: To what class of numerals do bīmus and trimestris belong?              TEMPORALS 

B2: To what class of numerals do duplus and octuplus belong?     PROPORTIONALS 

 

 

TU13: Aegle, Erytheia, Arethusa, and Hespereia were among the members of what group, who 

guarded the golden apples at Hera’s behest?                                       HESPERIDES 

B1: How many Hesperides were there?                                3/4/7 

B2: What hundred-headed snake also helped them in their vigil?              LADON 
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TU14: What work, begun by its author at the age of thirty, narrates the history of Rome in 142 

books?                                                                                                              AB URBE CONDITA 

B1: What books of the Ab Urbe Condita do we retain?                               1-10, 21-45 

B2: Now, for possibly the most predictable bonus of all time. What name are given to the short 

summaries of the books of Livy?                    PERIOCHAE 

 

TU15: From what Latin verb, with what meaning, is “pave” derived?             PAVIO, TO BEAT 

B1: From what Latin noun, with what meaning, is “prairie” derived?        PRATUM, MEADOW 

B2: What Latin author may have written a work called Prata? 

C. SUETONIUS TRANQUILLUS 

 

TU16: What author, who declared that “humanity was the flavor of his page,” reduced people to 

recurring types with grotesque features and flattered Domitian in his epigrams?      MARTIAL 

B1: What work of Martial, containing thirty-three pieces on the opening of the Colosseum, was 

his first?                                                                                                LIBER SPECTACULORUM 

B2: What important Spanish family introduced Martial into good society in Rome?         

(THAT OF) SENECA 

 

TU17: “The last of a race of military adventurers,” what second cousin of Alexander the Great 

was enlisted by Tarentum to deal with growing Roman threat in Magna Graecia?    

PYRRHUS (OF EPIRUS) 

B1: By sailing past what harbor had the Romans provoked war with the Tarentines?                 

THURII 

B2: What other king of Epirus did the Tarentines engage in 334 to beat off Lucanian, Brutian, 

and Samnite raiders but later betrayed?       KING ALEXANDER (OF EPIRUS) 

(brother in law of Alexander the Great) 

 

TU18: When their wine bowl kept refilling itself, what Bithynian couple realized their guests 

were gods, not mortal?                                          BAUCIS AND PHILEMON 

B1: Time for the most expected novice bonus of all time. Into what type of trees were Baucis 

and Philemon turned?                               OAK AND LINDEN 

B2: There are no good second bonuses on Baucis and Philemon, so I had to ctrl-F Philemon. 

Here’s this tangentially related bonus. As well as Baucis and Philemon, Zeus and Hermes visited 

what Thessalian king, who asked for children over any other boon? The gods, along with 

Poseidon, thus urinated on a bull’s hide which eventually became a child.        HYREIUS 

 

TU19: Listen carefully to the following passage, taken from Catullus 51, which I will read twice, 

and answer in Latin the question that follows: 

Ille mi par esse deo videtur, 

ille, si fas est, superare divos, 
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qui sedens adversus identidem te 

      spectat et audit 

dulce ridentem, misero quod omnis 

eripit sensus mihi: 

The question: Quo ille par?                                                                                         DEO 

B1: Quae eripit?                                       SENSUS 

B2: Of what Greek poet is this passage an imitation?                       SAPPHO 

 

TU20: Give a Latin adverb which means “voluntarily.”  

SPONTE/LIBENTER/ULTRO/SPONTALITER 

B1: Give a Latin adverb which means “exceedingly.” 

ABUNDE/NIMIS/AMMODUM/MAGNOPERE/INSANUM 

B2: Give two Latin adverbs which mean “immediately.”      

STATIM/ACTUTUM/PROTINUS/CONFESTIM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WJCL Summer Rounds—Tournament V 

Written by Michael Kearney 

Round II 

 

TU1: Say in Latin: The Trojans dragged the horse built by the Greeks into the city. 

TROIANI EQUUM A GRAECIS AEDIFICATUM IN URBEM TRAXERUNT  

B1: Say in Latin: The poet sent the long book which he had written to all his friends. 

POETA LIBRUM LONGUM SCRIPTUM/QUEM SCRIPSERAT AD OMNES AMICOS 

MISIT 

B2: Say in Latin: I led my brother found in the shop home.  

DUXI FRATREM MEUM IN TABERNA INVENTUM DOMUM 

 

TU2: What author, who wrote 74 works in his lifetime, fought against Sertorius and the pirates 

and invented the genre of Menippean Satire?                   VARRO REATINUS/OF REATE 

B1: What work of Varro in 25 books is dedicated to Cicero?             DE LINGUA LATINA 

B2: What Roman wrote a Liber Annalis and owned a house on the Quirinal, which served as a 

meeting place for many, including Cicero and Varro?    (TITUS POMPONIUS) ATTICUS 

 

TU3: Giving out that he was about to marry Plataea, daughter of Asopus, what god drove a 

statue of a woman up Mt. Cithaeron to make his wife jealous?                                       ZEUS 
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B1: What king had given Zeus that idea?                                CITHAERON (ha) 

B2: Name a creature Hera may have reared to to be Heracles’ enemy? 

ONE OF LERNAEAN HYDRA, NEMEAN LION, EARTH-BORN GIANTS  

 

TU4: What emperor, who took Jove as his patron, divided the empire into four parts in 285 

A.D.?                                                                                                                          DIOCLETIAN 

B1: What god did Maximian take as his patron?                 HERCULIUS/HERCULES 

B2: What Caesar of Diocletian was the last emperor to sack Ctesiphon?                 GALERIUS 

B3: How many times did Diocletian visit Rome?                               ONE 

 

TU5: Give the Latin and English for the motto of Notre Dame. 

             VITA, DULCEDO, SPES -- LIFE, SWEETNESS, HOPE  

B1: Give the English for the motto of Miami University, prodesse quam conspici. 

  TO ACCOMPLISH RATHER THAN TO BE CONSPICUOUS 

B2: Give the Latin and the English for the motto of the University of Michigan. 

          ARTES, SCIENTIA, VERITAS -- ARTS, KNOWLEDGE, TRUTH 

 

TU6: What man, who was so rich that he became the first man to build a treasury, had three 

daughters who disrespected the worship of Dionysus and were turned into bats?         MINYAS  

B1: What man had three daughters, Lysippe, Iphinoe, and Iphianassa, who also refused to 

worship Dionysus and imagined themselves to be cows?                     PROETUS 

B2: What king of the Edonians also refused to worship Dionysus and was torn to pieces on Mt. 

Pangaeus?                                                                                                                     LYCURGUS 

 

TU7: Taught by Epidicus and Siro, what Latin author published three works, all in hexameters? 

(P.) VERGIL(IUS MARO) 

B1: In what mountain village near Mantua was Vergil born?                                   ANDES 

B2: What work of Vergil in four books was based on Hesiod’s Works and Days?     GEORGICS 

 

TU8: From the name of what city do we derive the word “milliner?”  MEDIOLANUM/MILAN 

B1: From the name of what city do we derive the word “jeans?”                   GENUA/GENOA 

B2: From the name of what famous city do we derive the word “romance?”         ROMA/ROME 

 

TU9: What Latin impersonal verb means “it grows late?”           VESPERASCIT 

B1: What Latin impersonal verb means “it grows light?”     LUCISCIT (HOC)/FULGURAT 

B2: What Latin impersonal verb means “it surpasses?”                            PRAESTAT 

 

TU10: What occupation in Rome did aurifices have?                                           JEWELER 

B1: What occupation in Rome did publicani have?      TAX-COLLECTOR 

B2: What occupation in Rome did lintrarii have?                              OARSMAN 
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TU11: Translate into English: Non paenituit Augustum Neapoli egredi. 

AUGUSTUS DID NOT REGRET LEAVING NAPLES 

B1: Translate into English: Non decebat Caligulam dicere “Oderint, dum metuant.” 

CALIGULA WAS NOT ASHAMED TO SAY, “LET THEM HATE, SO LONG AS THEY 

FEAR” 

B2: Translate into English: Caligula occiso, necesse erat milites novum imperatorem eligere. 

CALIGULA HAVING BEEN KILLED, IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE SOLDIERS TO 

CHOOSE A NEW EMPEROR 

 

TU12: “Minstrel,” “ministry,” and “minimize” are all derived from what Latin adverb, with what 

meaning?                                                                                                                  MINOR, LESS 

B1: Which of the following, if any, is not derived from minor, meaning “to threaten”: amenable, 

demeanor, promenade, menu?                                                               MENU 

B2: From what Latin verb, with what meaning, is “menu” derived?           MINUO, TO LESSEN 

 

TU13: Sent by Eteocles with Polyphontes and fifty men to ambush Tydeus, what man was 

spared in obedience to divine portents?                           MAEON  

B1: Maeon was the son of what son of Creon?                      HAEMON 

B2: By what mountain, which overlooked the city of Thebes, did this engagement take place?  

MT. CITHAERON 

 

TU14: Identify the rhetorical device in this line, taken from Catullus 43: Salve, nec minimo 

puella naso.                                                                                                                       LITOTES 

B1: Identify the rhetorical device in this line, taken from Book 1 of Ovid’s Metamorphoses: 

quod fugat, obtusum est et habet sub harundine plumbum.             ASSONANCE 

B2: Identify the rhetorical device in this line, taken from the opening to Ovid’s Amores: arma 

gravi numero violentaque bella parabam edere.                              CHIASMUS 

 

TU15: What is the meaning of the correlative tantus...quantus?          AS GREAT...AS 

B1: What is the meaning of the correlative tum...tum?       NOT ONLY...BUT ALSO 

B2: What is the meaning of the correlative quo minus…eo plus?       THE LESS...THE MORE 

 

 

TU16: Give the comparative and superlative of the adjective dexter? 

DEXTERIOR, DEXTIMUS 

B1: Give he comparative and superlative of the adjective nequam?            

NEQUIOR, NEQUISSIMUS 

B2: What adjective meaning “swifter” lacks a positive?                                    OCIOR 
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TU17: What chieftain of the Suebi, whom Caesar had earlier recognized as a “friend of the 

Romans” did Caesar defeat in battle in 58 B.C.?                                      ARIOVISTUS 

B1: At what battle in 58 B.C. did Caesar defeat Ariovistus?                                  VOSGES 

B2: What lieutenant, who later died at Carrhae with his father, threw in the reserves at the most 

opportune moment, enabling a Roman victory?                            P. CRASSUS 

 

TU18: The son by blood of Aemilius Paulus, what under-qualified aedile was given command of 

Roman forces for the Third Punic War?                (P. CORNELIUS) SCIPIO AEMILIANUS 

B1: What was Scipio Aemilianus’ relationship to Scipio Africanus?    ADOPTIVE GRANDSON 

B2: What chieftain’s maneuvering and raiding caused the Third Punic War?   MASINISSA 

B3: What trench denoted the frontier of the new province of Africa?  FOSSA SCIPIONIS 

 

TU19: During his attack on Lyrnessus, what Greek killed Mynes and Epistrophus and carried of 

Briseis?                                                                                                                           ACHILLES 

B1: What king of Lyrnessus was the father of Mynes and Epistrophus?          EVENUS 

B2: What aged counselor did Agamemnon send along with Odysseus and Ajax to attempt to 

ransom Briseis?                                                                                                                PHOENIX 

 

TU20: What work in twenty books, written over the course of a winter in Athens, offers 

kaleidoscopic material on law, philosophy, and linguistics?                  

ATTICAE NOCTES/ATTIC NIGHTS 

B1: Book 5 of Gellius contains what famous folktale?        ANDROCLES AND THE LION 

B2: What profession did Gellius likely practice?                                                               LAW 
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WJCL Summer Rounds—Tournament V 

Written by Michael Kearney 

Round III 

 

TU1: Translate into English: Senex nuntios ad villam tarde appropinquantes spectabat. 

THE OLD MAN WAS WATCHING THE MESSENGERS APPROACHING SLOWLY TO 

THE HOUSE 

B1: Translate into English: Graeci equum ingentem aedificatum prope mare reliquerunt. 

THE GREEKS ABANDONED A HUGE HORSE BUILT NEAR THE SEA 

B2: Translate into English: Muri deleti eosdem hostes impedire non poterant. 

THE DESTROYED WALLS WERE NOT ABLE TO STOP THE SAME ENEMIES 

 

TU2: Quid Anglice significat patefacio?                                                         TO OPEN 

B1: Quid Anglice significat sapio?                                             TO TASTE 

B2: Quid Anglice significat cenatio?                         DINING-ROOM 

 

TU3: Si quis iudices forte nunc adsit opens what speech of Cicero, delivered in 56 B.C. in 

defense of Cicero’s friend against a charge of poisoning?                 PRO CAELIO 

B1: What Catilinarian, delivered on December 3rd to the people, opens with the line Quirites, 

videtis rem publicam vitamque vestrum omnium?                   THIRD CATILINARIAN 

B2: What Catilinarian opens with the line Conscripti patres, video ora atque oculos vestrum 

omnium esse conversos in me?                             FOURTH CATILINARIAN 

 

TU4: Although he stipulated that his lands would be exempt from tribute, what self-confessed 

botanist and king of Pergamum willed his empire to the Romans in 133 B.C.? ATTALUS III 

B1: What Pergamese (yes, that’s the adjective) man claimed to be Attalus’ half-brother and led 

resistance to Rome’s annexation?                                             ARISTONICUS/EUMENES III 

B2: Said by Valerius Maximus to have been a consul before he was a citizen, what Roman made 

short work of Aristonicus in 130?                 MARCUS PERPERNA (not Vento) 

 

TU5: An intimate friend of Pope Damasus, what author studied in the desert of Chalcis in order 

to translate the Bible into Latin?                                                     ST. JEROME 

B1: How many years did it take Jerome to translate the Bible?                                             20  

B2: In what city did Jerome die in 420 A.D.?                          BETHLEHEM 

  

TU6: Make the phrase brevis epitome accusative singular.         BREVEM EPITOMEN 

B1: Make the phrase ingens amphora genitive plural.           INGENTIUM AMPHORUM 

B2: Make the phrase pius Aeneas ablative singular.                 PIO AENEA 
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TU7: When you are recognized by the spotter, please perform the following command: Surge et 

aperi fenestram.                                  STUDENT SHOULD RISE AND OPEN THE WINDOW 

B1: When you are recognized by the spotter, please perform the following command: Duo 

tuemini personas sedentes laevo.   

TWO SHOULD LOOK AT THE PEOPLE SITTING ON THEIR LEFT 

B2: When you are recognized by the spotter, please perform the following command: Omnes 

dicite se tam volle hoc certamen conficere.” 

ALL SHOULD SAY THEY ONLY WANT TO COMPLETE THIS ROUND (and sim.) 

 

TU8: What mountain, which was the home of the Harpies, is often said to be the haven of the 

infant Zeus?                                                                            MT. DICTE (not Ida) 

B1: What other mountain is also often said to be the haven of the infant Zeus?               MT. IDA 

B2: According to Hesiod, who were the two Harpies?      AELLO AND OCYPETES 

 

TU9: What son of Thestor was visited personally before the Trojan War by Agamemnon, who 

hoped to convince the seer to join the expedition?                          CALCHAS 

B1: Of what goddess was Calchas likely a priest?                      ARTEMIS 

B2: In a prophetic duel with what seer was Calchas humiliated and die of sheer envy?               

MOPSUS 

 

TU10: In what war beginning in 220 B.C. did the Romans defeat the Greek adventurer 

Demetrius of Pharos?                                                                                     SECOND ILLYRIAN 

B1: To whom did Demetrius flee after being summarily dispatched? 

PHILIP V (of MACEDON) 

B2: What queen of the Illyrians had the Romans earlier defeated?                        TEUTA 

 

TU11: Which of the following, if any, is not derived from the same Latin root as the others: 

deluge, allow, lotion, lava?                               ALLOW (laudo, others lavo) 

B1: Which of the following, if any, is not derived from the same Latin root as the others: entree, 

intimate, entrance, intact?                   INTACT (others from inter) 

B2: Which of the following, if any, is not derived from the same Latin root as the others: 

appoint, punctual, pungent, pun?     ALL FROM SAME (pun is sketchy) 

 

TU12: Pursued by Priapus, what woman was transformed into a tree, which itself later caused 

Dryope’s transformation?                     LOTIS 

B1: What god had earlier seduced Dryope?                                               APOLLO 

B2: What son did Dryope have by her husband Andraemon?                          AMPHISSUS 

 

TU13: During the reign of Diocletian, the empire was broken into what twelve administrative 

units?                                                                                                                            DIOCESE(S) 
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B1: What officials, the deputies of the praetorian prefects, administered the dioceses?           

VICARIUS 

B2: What diocese was the Peloponnesian peninsula within?                             MOESIA(E) 

 

TU14: Identify the rhetorical device in this line, taken from Book 1 of Ovid’s Amores: nec 

silicum venae nec durum in pectore ferrum, nec tibi simplicitas ordine maior adest.                 

TRICOLON (CRESCENS) 

B1: Identify the rhetorical device in this line, taken from Book 2 of Horace’s Odes: quis te 

redonavit Quiritem dis patriis Italoque caelo.                               CHIASMUS 

B2: Identify the rhetorical device in this line, taken from Book 1 of Vergil’s Aeneid: amissos 

longo socios sermone requirunt.                            ASSONANCE 

 

TU15: Translate the following into Latin: Live as well as possible!        VIVE QUAM OPTIME 

B1: Using a defective adjective, translate the following into Latin: He ran as quickly as possible. 

CUCURRIT QUAM OCISSIME 

B2: Now translate: He came as soon as possible.      VENIT QUAM PRIMUM 

 

TU16: Although not used after 255 BC because its weight was dangerous in storms, what 

boarding-bridges allowed the Romans to board Carthaginian ships and win at Mylae?  

                            CORVUS 

B1: Under what admiral did the Romans record their first-ever naval victory, at Mylae?           

C. DUILIUS  

B2: What did the Romans’ set up in the forum in Duilius’ honor?                    COLUMN 

 

TU17: What giant was rewarded with Zeus’ daughter Cymopola for putting down the revolts of 

the gods against Zeus?                                              BRIAREUS 

B1: What goddess had called Briareus to the aid of Zeus?                           THETIS 

B2: By what name was Briareus known to men?                                          AEGAEON 

 

TU18: Give the nominative singular present participle for the verb eo.                IENS 

B1: Give the nominative singular present participle for the verb aio.                        AIENS 

B2: Give the perfect passive participle of memini.        DOES NOT EXIST 

 

TU19: What author, the last person on whom Nero conferred the consular office, was a lawyer 

and later purchased the tomb of Vergil?                    SILIUS ITALICUS 

B1: What other author’s villa did Silius also purchase?                        CICERO 

B2: Of what province was Silius Italicus proconsul?                              ASIA 

 

TU20: Listen carefully to the following passage, taken from Caesar’s Bellum Civile, which I 

will read twice, and answer in English the question that follows: Misso ad vesperum senatu 
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omnes, qui sunt eius ordinis, a Pompeio evocantur. Laudat promptos Pompeius atque in 

posterum confirmat, segniores castigat atque incitat. Multi undique ex veteribus Pompei 

exercitibus spe praemiorum atque ordinum evocantur, multi ex duabus legionibus, quae 

sunt traditae a Caesare, arcessuntur. Completur urbs et ipsum comitium tribunis, 

centurionibus, evocatis. 

The question: Who summoned the people from his faction?                                 POMPEY 

B1: Whom did Pompey reproach and incite against Caesar?    MORE MODERATE 

B2: By whom were the city and comitium filled?  

TRIBUNES, CENTURIONS, and RESERVES 
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WJCL Summer Rounds—Tournament V 

Written by Michael Kearney 

Semi-Final Round 

 

TU1: Identify the rhetorical device in this line, taken from Book 1 of Vergil’s Aeneid: Ira 

magistratusque legunt sanctumque senatum.                       ZEUGMA 

B1: Identify the rhetorical device in this line, taken from Book 1 of Vergil’s Aeneid: una 

Eurusque Notusque ruunt creberque procellis.        POLYSYNDETON 

B2: Identify the rhetorical device in this line, taken from Catullus 5: deinde centum, dein mille 

altera, dein secunda centum.                ANAPHORA or TRICOLON 

 

TU2: Differentiate in meaning between torus and torvus.                 COUCH and GRIM 

B1: Differentiate in meaning between undo and ungo.             TO SURGE and TO SMEAR 

B2: Differentiate in meaning betweten vae and vah.                                       WOE and AH 

 

TU3: The admiral Leonymus was sent to what island in the Black Sea, where Antilochus, Helen, 

and Achilles lived after death, to be cured of a wound?         WHITE ISLAND  

B1: Whom did Achilles marry while he was on the White Island?             MEDEA 

B2: To whom was Helen married on the White Island?           MENELAUS (still, yes) 

 

TU4: Translate the following from English to Latin: I am said to be just.  

DICOR IUSTUS ESSE 

B1: Translate into Latin: If you sail to Crete, you will be captured.   

SI AD CRETAM NAVIGAS/NAVIGAVERIS/NAVIGABIS, A PIRATIS CAPIERIS 

B2: Translate into Latin: Next month you will be sent to Spain. 

PROXIMO MENSE AD HISPANIAM MITTERIS 

 

TU5: What plebeian, elected dictator to resolve the fifth secession of the plebs, passed a law 

which ensured that resolutions of the plebiscite would bind the whole community?  

                                                                                                     (Q.) HORTENSIUS 

B1: What ‘second founder of Rome’ lived long enough to vow a temple to Concord in order to 

commemorate the equalization of the Orders before his death in 365 BC?     

(MARCUS FURIUS) CAMILLUS 

B2: What son of a freedman and scribe of Appius Claudius was elected aedile in 304 and 

published an account of legal procedures, allowing the plebs to better understand the laws which 

governed them?                                                                                                GNAEUS FLAVIUS 

 

TU6: What work, composed in 197 and addressed to provincial governors, declared that “the 

blood of Christians is the seed of the church?”                                APOLOGETICUS 



 

WJCL Summer Rounds—Tournament V 13 

 

B1: Tertullian authored a famous death account of what two women, one a lady-in-waiting, one 

a slave?                                     (MARTYRDOM OF) PERPETUA AND FELICITY/FELICITAS 

B2: What was Tertullian’s full name?         Q. SEPTIMIUS FLORENS TERTULLIANUS 

 

TU7: What emperor came out of retirement in 307 and fought a civil war against his son, 

Maxentius?                                                                                                                    MAXIMIAN 

B1: Who was appointed Augustus in west by Galerius to oppose Maxentius?       LICINIUS 

B2: At what battle in 312 did Constantine defeat Maxentius?    MILVIAN BRIDGE 

 

TU8: Translate into English: Atticus rogat Scribacem cur epistulas nondum scrisperit. 

ATTICUS IS ASKING SCRIBAX WHY HE HAS NOT YET WRITTEN THE LETTERS 

B1: Translate into English: Aliqui dubitant num Cicero carmina scripserit. 

SOME PEOPLE DOUBT WHETHER CICERO WROTE POETRY 

B2: Translate into English: Nemo est qui omnes epistulas Ciceronis legerit. 

THERE IS NO ONE WHO HAS READ ALL OF CICERO’S LETTERS 

 

TU9: From what Latin noun, with what meaning, is “pavilion” derived?        

PAPILIO, BUTTERFLY 

B1: From what Latin word, with what meaning, is “impair” derived?                

MALUS, BAD or PEIOR, WORSE 

B2: From what Latin noun, with what meaning, is “tinsel” derived?          SCINTILLA, SPARK 

 

TU10: What woman, who was taught by Athena to be as wise as the gods, married Glaucus but 

gave birth to Bellerophon by Poseidon?                                        EURYNOME 

B1: Another Eurynome ruled Olympus with what god before they were supplanted by Cronus 

and Rhea?                                                                                                                            OPHION 

B2: What river-god was a child of Zeus and Eurynome?                       ASOPUS 

 

TU11: What Roman general, whose father was a Vandal, married Theodosius’ niece, became 

magister utriusque militiae, and defeated Alaric at Pollentia and Verona?       STILICHO 

B1: What emperor was convinced to turn on Stilicho and executed him on charges of treason in 

408 A.D.?                                                                                                                      HONORIUS 

B2: What mother of Valentinian III, whom Alaric took as a captive, did Stilicho try to marry his 

son to?                                                                                                               GALLA PLACIDIA 

B3: What successor of Alaric was Placidia briefly married to?                                 ATAULF 

 

TU12: What youth, who was growing his hair long in honor of the river Alpheius, dressed up as 

a girl to get close to Daphne?                                           LEUCIPPUS  

B1: What did Leucippus provide as his female name?                                      OENO 

B2: Of that Elean king was Leucippus the son?   
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OENOMAUS (that’s how he got the name Oeno) 

 

TU13: Make the phrase ferox tiger genitive singular.                      FEROCIS TIGRIDOS 

B1: Make the phrase pauper Pericles vocative singular.              PAUPER PERICLE 

B2: Make the phrase aeternus heros accusative plural.          AETERNOS HEROAS 

 

TU14: Give the comparative and superlative for the adjective dives.      DITIOR, DITISSIMUS 

B1: Give the comparative and superlative for the adjective maledicus.  

MALEDICENTIOR, MALEDICENTISSIMUS 

B2:  Give the comparative and superlative for the adjective arduus.     

MAGIS ARDUUS, MAXIME ARDUUS 

 

TU15: What is the idiomatic meaning of the phrase eiusdem farinae?       

(of the same flour) BIRDS OF A FEATHER 

B1: What is the idiomatic meaning of the phrase brutum fulmen?       EMPTY THREAT 

B2: What is the idiomatic meaning of the phrase cadit quaestio?  

THE ARGUMENT COLLAPSES 

 

TU16: A member of the embassy to Delphi following Cannae, what author introduced Greek to 

historical writing and is considered the oldest Roman historian?                  

FABIUS PICTOR 

B1: What historian was brought to Rome as one of the 1000 Achaean hostages after Pydna and 

befriended Scipio Aemilianus?                   

POLYBIUS 

B2: What annalist of plebeian birth was captured by the Carthaginians and perhaps knew 

Hannibal personally?            CINCIUS 

ALIMENTUS 

B3: What consul of 151 B.C. was mocked by Cato because, after choosing to write in Greek, he 

apologized in his preface for possible imperfections due to using a language not his own?   

AULUS POSTUMIUS ALBINUS 

 

TU17: What is the name given to the song that was sung as the bride passed over the threshold? 

HYMENAEUS 

B1: What name is given to the day following the wedding day?        REPOTIA 

B2: What name is given to the walk of the bride by the groom to the groom's house?          

DEDUCTIO 

 

TU18: Iuro, nubo, and placeo are sometimes considered what type of verb, which more 

commonly includes fido, soleo, and gaudeo?                SEMI-DEPONENTS 

B1: The interjections ēvae, evoe, euhoe, and io all denote what?                              JOY 
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B2: What does the suffix -bulum denote in a noun?          MEANS/INSTRUMENT 

 

TU19: Trebellius Pollio, Flavius Vopiscus, and Volcatius Gallatinus were among the authors of 

what work, written around AD 395?                           HISTORIA AUGUSTA 

B1: Name another of the authors to whom the Historia Augusta is attributed? 

ONE OF AELIUS SPARTIANUS, JULIUS CAPITOLINUS, or AELIUS LAMPRIDIUS 

B2: With whose death does the Historia Augusta begin?                             DOMITIAN 

 

TU20: What queen of Thesprotia married Odysseus and bore him a son when he travelled inland 

after killing Penelope’s suitors?                               CALLIDICE 

B1: Who was their son, who took the rule when Callidice died and Odysseus left?       

POLYPOETES 

B2: Against what Epierian tribe did Odysseus lead the Thesprotians, but they defeated him with 

the help of Ares?                                           BRGYI(ANS) 
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WJCL Summer Rounds—Tournament V 

Written by Michael Kearney 

Final Round 

 

TU1: What historiographer, who wrote a Historiae in which Sulla is held as a hero and a 

translation of the Fabulae Milesiae, was mocked by Cicero as an emendator sermonis usitati? 

                                                                                                 (L. CORNELIUS) SISENNA 

B1: What historiographer, who took part in the war of Numantia, broke with annalistic tradition, 

narrating only the events at which he was personally present and to show why and how they 

came about?                                                                                         SEMPRONIUS ASELLIO 

B2: What annalist began his account from the sack of Rome by the Gauls and was used as a 

source by Livy?                                                                              CLAUDIUS QUADRIGARIUS 

 

TU2: Quid Anglice significat scobs?                                                                  SAWDUST 

B1: Quid Anglice significat gibber?                                      HUNCH 

B2: Quid Anglice significat ros?                                                                 DEW 

 

TU3: From what Latin word, with what meaning, is “alas” derive?                 LASSUS, WEARY 

B1: From what Latin noun, with what meaning, is “code” derived?     CAUDEX, TREE TRUNK 

B2: From what Latin verb, with what meaning, is “daunting” derived?     DOMO, TO MASTER 

 

TU4: What Argive killed Molurus, son of Arisbas, for seducing his wife, becoming the first man 

to punish another for adultery?                                             HYETTUS 

B1: What son of Inachus received his kingship for being first to sacrifice to Hera or for making 

her armor?                                                                                                                  PHORONEUS 

B2: What do the Argives claim Phoroneus first discovered?                                         FIRE 

 

TU5: What author, who claimed in prologue to his Cynegetica that all mythological topics had 

been exhausted, also wrote the Halieutica, Nautica, and four Eclogues based on Vergil?  

                                                                                                                       NEMESIANUS 

B1: What man, patroned by Meliboeus, wrote Eclogues in the style of Vergil under Nero? 

CALPURNIUS SICULUS  

B2: What rival of Vergil and Ovid wrote a poem on Germanicus’ expedition to the North Sea? 

ALBINOVANUS PEDO 

 

TU6: Which praenomen, of Sabine origin and used only by the Claudii, was abbreviated App.?              

APPIUS 

B1: Which praenomen, used only by the Aemilii, was abbreviated Mam.? MAMERCUS  

B2: Which praenomen was used only by the Iulii and in early times but is found as a cognomen 

among the authors of the Historia Augusta?                                          VOPISCUS 
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TU7: What use of the subjunctive is found in the following sentence: Non potest imperator qui 

sē ipse nōn contineat.         RELATIVE CLAUSE OF CHARACTERISTIC 

B1: What use of the subjunctive is found in this sentence: negant quidquam bonum nisi quod 

honestum sit.    SUBORDINATE CLAUSE INSIDE INDIRECT DISCOURSE/ATTRACTION 

B2: What use of the subjunctive is found in this sentence: Scrībēbat ōrātiōnēs quās aliī 

dīcerent.                                                                                RELATIVE CLAUSE OF PURPOSE 

 

TU8: The death of which of the Epigoni by Laodamas caused his father Adrastus to die of grief? 

AEGIALEIUS 

B1: What younger brother of Aegileius acceded to the throne of Argos upon his death?         

CYANIPPUS 

B2: Which of the Seven Against Thebes left no son behind to avenge him?     ETEOCLUS 

 

TU9: The adverbs simul, procul, and palam can often be used as prepositions, taking what 

case?                                                                                                                               ABLATIVE 

B1: Prīdiē, postrīdiē, propius, and proximē can take what case?            ACCUSATIVE 

B2: What adverbial preposition is found in Plautus with the accusative, but later once in Latin 

with the genitive and ablative?                  CLAM 

 

TU10: What author, born at Arretium, wrote Prometheus, suggested to Vergil the idea of the 

Georgics, and was the patron of Horace and Propertius?                MAECENAS 

B1: What author, who helped introduce Horace to Maecenas, wrote a tragedy called Thyestes 

and published the Aeneid after Vergil’s death?                                 VARIUS RUFUS 

B2: What native of Teate wrote a Historiae which stretches from the consulship of Metellus in 

60 B.C. to Phillippi?                                              ASINIUS POLLIO 

 

TU11:  At what battle of A.D. 218 did the forces of Elagabalus defeat Macrinus in Syria?             

ANTIOCH 

B1: What son of Macrinus had been instantly set up as Caesar?               DIADUMENIANUS 

B2: What grandmother of Elagabalus played Agrippina to his Nero?          JULIA MAESA 

 

TU12:  Quot sunt tertia pars et dimidium?                QUINQUE PARTES 

B1: Besides tertia pars, how would you express ⅓ in Latin?                       TRIENS 

B2: How would you express 2/7?                              DUAE SEPTIMAE 

 

TU13: What son of Admetus and Alcestis took first prize in the chariot race at the funeral games 

of Achilles, and would have won those at Patroclus’, had Athena not broken his yoke?  

                                                                                                                              EUMELUS 
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B1: Athena broke his yoke to spite what god, who had reared Eumelus’ mares while serving 

Admetus?                                                                                                                            APOLLO 

B2: Who ended up winning the chariot race at the games of Patroclus?                DIOMEDES 

 

TU14: Seizing control of the West from Constans in 351, what usurper was defeated by 

Constantius II and committed suicide in 353?                                                        MAGNENTIUS 

B1: Whom did Constantius II make Caesar, but arrest and behead only a year later on his return 

from Persia?                                                                                                                       GALLUS 

B2: What commander of Gaul broke into rebellion soon after, allowing the Germanic tribes to 

seize strategic frontier forts?                                                                    SILVANUS 

 

TU15: With the election of Trump, dystopian books seem to be making a comeback, so welcome 

to Bibliotheca Romana, Dystopia. What famous dystopian novel might be known as Fabula 

Ancillae?                                                                                              THE HANDMAID’S TALE 

B1: How might one render the title of George Orwell’s well-known “1984” in Latin?                   

MCMLXXXIV 

B2: Now let’s test your memory, since I also used this question for state convention. What 

dystopian novel could have been known to the Romans as Fortis Novus Mundus?  

                                                                                                         BRAVE NEW WORLD 

  

TU16: What historian, whose work pays particular attention to novi homines, wrote a two-book 

Historiae profusely praising Tiberius?                            VELLEIUS PATERCULUS 

B1: What Praetorian Prefect of Tiberius does Paterculus also praise?        SEJANUS 

B2: From what city in Irpinia did Paterculus hail?                                       AECLANUM 

 

TU17: Listen carefully to the following passage, taken from the opening of the Monosticha, 

often credited to Cato, which I will read twice, and answer in Latin the question that follows: 

Cum anima adverterem quam plurimos graviter in via morum errare, succurrendum 

opinioni eorum et consulendum famae existimavi, maxime ut gloriose viverent et honorem 

contingerent. Nunc te, fili carissime, docebo, quo pacto morem animi tui componas. Igitur 

praecepta mea ita legito, ut intellegas; legere enim et non intelligere neglegere est. 

The question: Quid est neglegere?      LEGERE ET NON (NEQUE) INTELLIGERE 

B1: To be honest, I can’t find more questions in that passage, so we’re going to have to be 

creative. Here’s one of Cato’s sayings. Translate it: Foro parce.           

 DON’T SPEND TOO MUCH TIME IN PUBLIC 

B2: Now this one: Pauca in convivio loquere.              DON’T SAY MUCH AT A PARTY 

 

TU18: What son of Tantalus, who carved the oldest image of Cybele, refused to honor Artemis 

and was driven mad, throwing himself into a fire?                                           BROTEAS 

B1: On what rock did Broteas carve the image of Cybele?                             CODDINUS 
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B2: What first husband of Clytemnestra might have been a son of Broteas?              TANTALUS 

 

TU19: What two generals undertook daring crossings of the Alps before joining hands at 

Cremona and defeating the forces of Otho in 69 A.D.?                   VALENS and CAECINA 

B1: At what less-significant earlier battle had the forces of Caecina been defeated by the weaker 

forces of Otho?                                                                                              LOCUS CASTORUM 

B2: What commander of Vespasian later defeated the Vitellians at Second Cremona?        

ANTONIUS PRIMUS 

 

 

TU20:  Say in Latin: Your toga is so old that you really ought to buy a new one. 

TOGA TUA TAM VETUS EST UT NOVAM EMERE VERO DEBEAS 

B1: Say in Latin: I have been to Pompeii so many times that I now know the city very well 

POMPEIOS TOTIENS IVI UT URBEM IAM OPTIME COGNOVERIM. 

B2: Now try: Our villa is so far from Rome that you won't be able to reach it in one day. 

VILLA NOSTRA TAM LONGE ROMA ABEST UT UNO DIE ADVENIRE NON 

POSSITIS 

 

 


